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Dr.  RICHARD  ME  AH, 

■  CONCERNING  THE 

Epidemical  Difeafes  of  PIR  G  IN  I  A 

PARTICULARLY,  ' 

A  Pleurijy  and  peripneumony' 

Wherein  is  fliewn  the  furprifing  Efficacy  of  the  SeW 
Rattle-Snake  Root ,  in  Difeafes  owing  to  a  Vifcidity  and  b- 
cigula  ion  of  the  Blood ;  fnch  as  Pleurifies  and  Penpneuo - 
Pies,  thefe  being  epidemick,  and  very  mortal  in  Vivgin> 
and  other  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  America >  and  io 
the  Lee -Ward  I  flands. 


To  which  is  prefixt, 

^  Cut  of  that  moft  valuable  P  l  a  if : 

And  an  APPENDIX  annexed, 

Demonftrating  the  higheft  Probability,  that  this  Root  w 
of  more  extenfive  Ufe  than  any  Medicine  in  the  i 
Materia  Medica ,  and  of  caring  the  Gout ,  Rheumd 
r>r°tfyy  and  many  nervous  Difeafes. 


By  John  Tennent. 
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Natura ,  fortuna,  providentia ,  fatum ,  nomina  funt  unh 
Et  ejufdern  Dei ,  viivie  agentis  in  rebus  humanis.  Sett  ca- 


Edinburgh. 


Pointed  by  P.  Matt  hie,  and  fold  by  Willi  a  m  vIil- 
ler  Bookfelier,  at  his  Shop  a  little  above  the  Crolsj 
North  Side  of  the  Street.  M.dcc.xlii. 
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Pprehending,  Sir,  that  many 
Difcoveries  might  be  made  very 
ufeful  to  Mankind,  by  Means 
of  a  ftridt  Enquiry  after  Plants 
which  grow  in  many  Parts  of  the  World, 
the  Efficacy  of  which,  in  feveral  Difeafes, 
being  already  known  to  the  Inhabitants 
and  Natives  of  thofe  Countries  where  they 
are  produced ;  whence,  by  probable  Reaio^ 
ning,  their  Efficacy  may  be  deduced,  in  or¬ 
der  for  their  Application  in  other  Difeafes,  I 
made  it  my  Bufinefs  in  Virginia,  to  enquire 
after  Things  of  this  Nature,  as  that  Country 
produceth  ah  infinite  Number  of  Plants, 
whereby  I  came  to  underftand,  that  a  Plant 
grew  there,  the  Root  whereof  would  cure, 
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by  internal  Application,  the  Bite  of  &  Rattle¬ 
snake,  which  is  a  Viper,  whofe  Poifon  is  of  a 
.  greater  Degree  of  Malignancy,  than  that  of 
any  other  in  that  Country,  and,  I  believe, 
equal  to  any  known  in  any  Part  of  the 
World  ;  for,  it  has  been  found,  in  many  In- 
Ranees,  that  the  Bite  of  that  venomous 
Creature  is  mortal  in  about  Fifteen  Minutes 
Time*  , 

W  h  e  n  I  made  particular  Enquiry  after 
this  efficacious  Root,  I  found,  That  there 
were  feveral  Roots  called  Rattlesnake  Root , 
which,  in  the  cooler  Months  of  the  Summer, 
when  the  Poifon  of  the  Rattle-fake  is  not 
at  its  greateft  Height,  would  fometimes  fave 
the  Patient's  Life  bit  by  that  Viper  ;  but,  in 
the  hotter  Months,  when  the  Poifon  has  a 
greater  Degree  of  Virulence,  was  not  effe¬ 
ctual  :  However,  at  laft,  I  was  informed, 
by  a  Gentleman  of  undoubted  Veracity,  that 
there  was  a  Root  difeovered  by  the  Seneca 
Indians ,  which  was  a  certain  Remedy  againft 
the  Bite  of  the  Rattle-fnakb,  when  the  Ve¬ 
nom  was  even  at  the  greateft  Degree  of  Vi- 
♦  nilencfy 
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rulence,  and  was  diflinguiihed  from  other 
Roots  of  that  Name,  leis  powerful  in  their 
Efficacy,  by  the  Name  of  Seneca  Rattle - 
(hake  Root  ;  That  the  Indians ,  and  others, 
when  hunting  in  the  Woods,  carried  this 
Root  powdered  in  their  Shot-Bags,  to  be 
ready  to  take  in  the  moil:  expeditious  Manner, 
in  cafe  they  fhould  have  the  Misfortune  to  bev 
bit  by  that  terrible  Creature  ;  That  he  him- 
felf  had  been  bit  by  that  Snake,  when  the 
Poifon  was  at  its  greateft  Height,  and  was 
recovered  by  taking  the  Seneca  Rattlesnake 
Root  \  And  that  thefe  Indians  deduced  the 
Efficacy  of  the  Plant  from  the  Refemblance 
which  the  Flowers  and  Root  have  to  the 
Rattles  of  the  Snake. 

Hereupon,  being  very  defirous  to  fee 
this  Root,  and  a  Perlon  foon  after  being  bit 
with  that  Snake,  I  had  the  Root  brought , 
me,  which,  upon  tailing,  I  found  coniifted 
of  a  moil  active  and  attenuating  Salt,  wrapt 
up  in  a  Balfamick  Juice  ;  for  it  is  very  pun¬ 
gent,  but  does  not,  upon  firft  tailing,  com* 
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municate  that  Property  :  I  was  alfo  infor¬ 
med  by  the  Perfon  who  brought  me  the 
Root,  that  its  Operation  was  Cathartick> 
Diuretic k ,  Diaphoretick  ;  and  fometimes 
Emetic k)  if  given  in  a  very  great  Quantity. 

I  y  ,  ^ 

% 

Next,  I  had  the  Fortune  to  fee  two  Pa¬ 
tients  the  Day  after  they  were  bit  by  the 
Rattlesnake  ;  and  the  Symptoms  of  their 
Cafe  were  like  thofe  which  attend  a  Rleurify 
or  *P erif>neumony ,  viz.  A  quick  high  Pulfe, 
Difficulty  in  Breathing,  and  a  Cough,  with 
fpitting  up,  now  and  then,  coagulated 
Blood  :  The  Leg  that  was  bit  was  much 
tumified,  and  of  a  livid  Colour  round  the 
Bite;  fome  of  the  Root  bruifed,  and  boiled 
in  Milk,  had  been  applied  to  the  Bite  ;  and 
they  were  continuing  to  take  a  Decoction  of 
the  Root  in  Milk,  twice  or  thrice  in  a  Day : 
They  told  me,  That  they  took  the  Root  in 
a  dry  Powder,  prefently  after  they  were  bit 
by  the  Rattle-fake ,  having  it  ready  in  their 
Shot-bags  for  thatPurpofe,  in  cafe  of  Need  ; 
That  their  Body  was  all  oyer  tumified,  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  with  great  Sicknefs  and  Fainting ; 
but,  upon  the  Operation  of  the  Root,  that 
Symptom  went  off,  and  their  Pulfe,  which* 
at  firft,  was  exceeding  low,  was  raifed  in  a 
fhort  Time  after  taking  it.  Thefe  Patients 
were  bit  in  the  Month  of  J uly ,  when  the 
Rattlesnake's  Venom  is  moft  virulent. 

Nothing  could  be  more  obvious,  than 
to  conclude,  That  a  Root  which  is  endued 
with  Rich  great  Efficacy,  as  to  recover  a 
Perfon  bit  by  a  Rattle-fnake ,  whofe  Venom 
kills  in  Fifteen  Minutes,  and  fometimes  1  els, 
muff  be  of  very  great  Importance,  in  many 
Difeafes.  In  Virginia  I  gave  that  Root  in 
5 Plenrijies  and  Reripneumonies ,  with  great 
Succefs  ;  fuch  Succeis,  that  it  is  unpreceden¬ 
ted.  Thefe  Difeafes  are  epidemical,  and  very 
mortal  in  that  Country,  and  in  feveral  others 
adjacent,  which  the  Letters  wrote  to  you, 
and  other  Gentlemen  in  London ,  can  teftify  • 
and  alfo  the  unprecedented  Succefs  of  the 
Seneca  Rattle-fnake  Root ,  in  the  Cure  there- 


•  < 


An  EpJUe  to 


0\ 


But,  tho’  fuch  notable  Succefs  has  atten« 
ded  that  Medicine,  yet  I  judge  it  to  be  my 
Duty  to  lay  the  whole  Matter  before  you  ; 
becaufe  you  have  given  very  ample  Proofs 
of  your  great  Difcernment  of  Things  that 
are  of  the  moll  abfh'ufe  Nature  in  Phyfick, 
and  of  your  Benevolence  to  Mankind,  in  com¬ 
municating  your  ufeful  Difcoveries  publick- 
ly  to  the  World ;  and  as  itpromifes  fomething 
very  valuable  to  Mankind,  from  its  furpri- 
fing  Efficacy  againft  the  Effect  of  the  Ve-  • 
nom  of  that  Creature,  and  alfo  in  a  ^Pleurify 
and  Teripneumony ,  I  leave  a  further  Enqui¬ 
ry  therein  to  you. 

Before  I  proceed  to  give  any  Inftances 
of  the  Efficacy  of  this  Root,  in  any  Cale,  I 
beg  the  Favour  of  your  Attention  to  what  I 
have  to  offer  as  my  Reafons  for  deducing  its 
Efficacy;  for,  methinks,  that  no  Man  lhould 
give  any  Medicine,  which  is  not  regularly 
warranted,  without  very  fufficient  Reafons : 
And  herein  I  fhall  obferye  all  poffible  Bre¬ 
vity. 
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I  observed  before,  that  the  Symp¬ 
toms  attending  Patients  that  were  bit  by  the 
Rattlesnake ,  were  like  thofe  of  a  Tleurlfy 
and  Terijmeumony  :  Now,  to  infer  from  the 
Xikenefs  of  Effeds,  that  Caufes  are  the  fame, 
without  an  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  in  both 
Cafes  previous  to  their  Produdion,  cannot 
be  a  found  Way  of  Reafoning  •  becaufe,  in 
many  Cafes,  different  Caufes  will  produce 
like  Effects :  And  fince  no  Difeafe  can  be 
cured  without  removing  the  Caufe  produ¬ 
cing  it,  the  Likenefs  of  Effeds,  therefore,  a- 
lone,  cannot  be  a  fufficient  Reafon  to  infer 
that  the  Caufes  are  the  fame.  So  that  I 
confidered,  that  it  was  very  requifite,  in  all 
Cafes  where  Health  and  Life  are  at  Stake, 
which  are  the  moft  valuable  Things  to  Man¬ 
kind,  to  examine  ftridly  into  the  Nature  of 
the  Caufes  from  whence  the  Effeds  proceed  ; 
for  tho',  where,  in  two  Cafes,  the  Effeds  are 
alike,  it  is  very  reafonable  to  fufped  that 
the  Caufes  are  fimilar,  it  is  .not  to  conclude 
that  they  really  are,  for  the  Reafons  juft 
now  given. 

p?  There- 
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Therefore  I  confidered,  that  to  in¬ 
fer  jtiftly  that  Caufes  are  fimilar,  when  Ef¬ 
fects  are  alike,  in  a  Subject  of  fo  abftrufe  a 
Nature  as  Phyfick,  was  by  the  Application 
of  one  Thing  to  each  Cafe,  and  then,  if  the 
Effects  upon  this  continued  to  be  the  fame, 
it  is  certainly  a  moft  evident  Proof  as  can  be, 
that  the  Caufes  are  fimilar.  Now,  the  two 
Cafes  in  Hand  do  admit  of  a  Proof  of  this 
Nature  in  a  moll  clear  Manner. 

I  n  your  Book  of  Poifons,  Sir,  where  you 
treat  of  the  Viper,  you  recommend  the  vola¬ 
tile  Salt  of  Vipers,  to  quicken  the  Circle  of 
the  Blood ,  after  the  Coagulum  is  produced 
therein,  by  Means  of  the  Viper  Bite ,  and 
give  an  Inftance  of  its  Efficacy  in  that  Cafe. 
In  a  "Fleur if%  or  SPeripneumony ,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  Blood  is  coagulated,  or  in  a 
State  of  Vifcidity  :  The  volatile  Salt  of  Vi¬ 
pers  I  have  given  in  thefe  Difeafes,  with 
very  good  Succels,  and  do  fuppofe  that  o« 
thers  have  done  the  fame  ;  from  whence  it 
follows,  that  the  Coagulations  in  thefe  two 
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Cafes  muft  be  analogous,  otherwife  the  vola¬ 
tile  Salt  of  Vipers  would  not  in  both  have  a 
good  Effedt.  That  the  Analogy  in  the  two 
Coagulums,  or  States  of  Vifcidity,  is  abic- 
lutely  the  fame,  is  what  I  am  very  far  from 
faying ;  but  to  me  it  appears  extremely  pro¬ 
bable,  that  in  fome  material  Circumftances 
there  muft  be  a  very  near  Relation ;  other- 
wife,  as  I  fa  id  before,  the  Effedt  of  the  Salt 
of  Vipers  would  not  be  to  the  Patient’s  Ad¬ 
vantage  in  both  Cafes. 

N  ©  w,  fince  it  is  allowed,  that  the  Rattle* 
fnake  and  Viper's  Venom  are  the  fame  in  Qua¬ 
lity,  and  only  differ  in  this,  That  the  Venom 
of  the  former  is  of  a  greater  Degree  of  Viru¬ 
lence  than  that  of  the  latter;  then  it  follows, 
a  fortioriy  that  the  Seneca  Rattle- fnake 
Rooty  which  cures  the  Bite  of  the  former, 
muft  have  a  greater  Effect  in  a  Tleurify  and 
Teripneumonyy  than  the  volatile  Salt  of 
Vipers. 

The  se,  Sir,  were  my  Reafons  for  dedu¬ 
cing  the  Efficacy  of  the  Seneca  Rat  tie- fnake 

B  2  Root, 


An  Eftjlle  to 

Root ,  in  a  Thurify  and  Terifneumony ,  and 
I  could  offer  more  ;  but  as  thefe,  I  think, 
appear  to  me  palpable  enough  not  to  incur 
any  Cenlure  for  my  Procedure,  I  fhall  leave 
thole  to  find  more  clear  Proofs  of  an  Analo¬ 
gy  between  the  two  Cafes,  whole  fuperior 
Genius  renders  them  more  equal  to  fuch  a 
.Task;  and  next  take  Notice  of  the  epide¬ 
mical  Difeafes  to  which  Virginia  is  fubjeft, 
the  Times  of  the  Year  they  invade,  and  the 
Circumftances  of  that  Climate,  fo  far  as  its 
Difeafes  appear  to  me  to  depend  upon  them. 

From  the  firft  of  June  to  Aiigufl ,  con¬ 
tinued  Teriodical  Fevers  and  Intermittent  s' 
are  epidemical ;  and  then  Agues  preceed  the 
latter  till  October ,  when  Tleurijies  and  Teri- 
pieumonies  begin  to  be  common,  and  conti¬ 
nue  till  May  or  June,  tho’  leldom  epidemick 
in  April  and  May.  I  have  obferved  fome 
Years,  that  in  Head  of  Agues  and  Intermit - 
tents,  a  Cholera  Morbus  is  epidemical  aboup 
Auguft ;  and  whether  it  was  occasioned  from 
any  Di Terence  in  the  Temperature  of  the 
Air,  from  that  which  conflitutes  Agues  and 

Fevers 
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Fevers  other  Years,  or  from  eating  of  Fruits, 
fuch  as  Apples,  Peaches,  &c.  and  drinking 
new  Syder,  or  from  other  Caufes,  I  could 
not  well  determine,  till  I  oblerved,  that 
thofe  Years  when  there  was  no  Fruit  in  Vir¬ 
ginia^  a  Cholera  Morbus ,  Diarrhea ,  Dyfen - 
tery ,  &c.  were  very  common  and  mortal : 
So  that  1  infer,  drinking  of  new  Syder,  and 
eating  of  Fruits,  may  caufe  a  Tranflation  of 
that  morbifick  Matter  to  the  inteftinal 
Glands,  which,  without  them,  would  have 
conftituted  an  jigue  and  intermitting  Fever ; 
and  fo  either  form  a  Cholera  Morbus ,  Di¬ 
arrhea ,  or  Dyfentery ,  according  to  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Conftitution,  which  are 
more  dangerous  than  any  of  thefe  Difeafes 
folely  depending  upon  the  Temperature  of 
the  Air,  or  other  common  Gauies,  producing 
epidemical  Difeafes  that  Year. 

After  an  excefhve  hot  Summer,  a  [fu¬ 
rious  T  erifneumony ,  nervous  Thurify ,  and 
fometimes  a  Tarafhrenitis ,  are  common  in 
October ,  and  continue  till  February ,  when 
they  begin  to  tranflate,  and  efpecially  the  for¬ 
mer., 
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mer,  to  a  Pleurify  and  Peripieumony ,  more 
of  the  genuine  Kind,  and  like  thole  in  Bri¬ 
tain. 

A  s  to  the  common  chronical  Difeafes  of 
that  Country,  they  are  Conjunctions  ot  fe- 
veral  Kinds,  Dropfy ,  Jaundice ,  Cachexy , 
Symptom atick  AJihma ,  Periodical  Cholic k , 
and  Colliquative  Diarrheas .  Now,  as  all 
thefe  are,  by  the  moft  eminent  Authors,  ac¬ 
counted  lor  from  Obftrudions  in  the  Veffels, 
and  Vifcidities  of  Blood,  I  lhall  take  No¬ 
tice  of  the  Circumftances  of  the  Virginia 
Climate,  and  alfo  of  other  Caufes,  by  which 
thefe  Difeafes  are,  in  all  Probability,  pro¬ 
duced. 

That  Country  being  in  the  Latitude 
of  37,  is  very  hot  in  Summer  Time  ;  the 
Atmofphere,  therefore,  muft  have  a  lefs 
Preffure  upon  the  Lungs,  and  Circumference 
of  the  Body,  than  in  a  Country  of  a  greater 
Latitude,  becaufe  the  Tenlion,  or  Rarefac¬ 
tion  of  the  Air,  is  much  greater  in  a  hot, 
than  cold  Country  :  Whence  it  follows,  that 

the 
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the  Blood  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Virginia,  is 
naturally  more  vifcid,  than  that  of  thofe  in 
a  Country  more  Northward. 

Again,  that  Country  abounds  with  Ri¬ 
vers,  Creeks,  Marflies,  and  low  Grounds; 
the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  therefore,  muft  exhale 
the  Water  to  a  very  great  Degree  in  Sum¬ 
mer  Time,  whereby  the  Air  will  become 
very  damp  and  foggy  ;  which  muft  conduce 
to  bring  on  Relaxations  of  the  Solids  in  fe- 
veral  Ways,  and  confequently  a  Vifcidity 
of  Blood. 

And  again,  the  common  Diet  of  the 
People,  from  the  middle  to  the  low  eft  Rank 
and  alfo  that  of  the  Negroes ,  is  fuch  that 
certainly  muft  produce  a  fizy  Blood,  viz. 
Fifth,  Milk,  Indian  Corn,  Potatoes,  Melons, 
Cucumbers,  Pork,  and  indeed  moft  fuch 
Things.  Add  to  this,  that  their  Circum- 
ftances  will*  not  afford  them  a  moderate  Ufe 
of  fpiritous  Liquors,  which  would  ftimulate 
the  Solids,  and  break  Collations  of  the 
Blood, 
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And  further,  the  Country  being  upon 
the  Continent,  and  that  running  Northward? 
is  liable  to  the  moil  fudden  Viciilitude  of 
Weather  :  The  Wind  being  Southwardly, 
the  Weather  is  warm,  tho*  in  Winter  Time; 
but  when  a  Northward  Wind  comes,  the 
Cold  is  fo  intenfe,  as  hardly  to  be  believed  by 
any  but  thofe  who  feel  it ;  and,  as  this 
Change  happens  in  a  few  Hours,  the  Senfe 
of  Cold  muft  be  fo  much  the  greater,  and 
alfo  its  ill  Effects  upon  the  human  Body,  by 
{hutting  up  the  Fores  or  the  Skin,  when  the 
Solids  are  in  a  State  of  Relaxation,  and  the 
Blood,  and  other  Fluids  confequently  vifcid. 
So  that  it  is  very  evident  whence  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  Pleurijies  and  P  eripnetmonies, 
of  feveral  Kinds,  are  the  epidemical  Difeafes 
upon  the  Approach  of  Winter,  and  through 
all  that  Sealon  of  the  Year,  till  the  Weather 
is  more  conftantly  warm,  and  relaxes  the 
Solids,  by  which  thefe  Difeafes  are  tran- 
flated  to  thofe  lefs  dangerous,  viz.  Inter - 
mittents ,  and  Agues  and  Fevers . 
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I  could  enumerate  many  more  Circum- 
fiances,  to  fhew  the  Reafon  why  all  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  Virginia  arife  from  Vifcidities  and 
Coagulations  of  the  Blood  ;  but  thefe  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  I  think,  are  fufficient,  as 
I  here  propofe  all  poflible  Brevity  :  And 
therefore,  I  fhall  now  make  fome  Obferva- 
tions  on  a  Tlettrify  and  Teripneumony ,  fuch 
as  are  epidemick  in  Virginia  \  and  alfo  on  a 
Taraphrenitis ;  which  lait,  in  the  Courfe  of 
Ten  Years  Practice,  I  found  to  be  the  epi-» 
demical  Difeafe  for  two  Winters. 

I  always  obferved,  that  after  an  ex- 
cefllve  hot  Summer,  wherein  there  had  been 
much  Rain,  ! Tleurifies  and  jP eripnenmonies 
were  nervous  ;  the  latter  agree,  in  moft  Cir- 
cumftances,  with  Dodtor  Boerhaave’ s  Ac¬ 
count  of  a J "furious  Teripneumony  (a) :  Blood¬ 
letting,  either  in  the  former,  or  latter,  is  of 
ill  Confequence,  unlefs  in  Patients  of  a  very 
plethorick  Habit  of  Body  j  and  even  in  fuch, 

C  it 
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it  muft  not  be  above  once  performed  :  The 
Reafon  of  this  appears  to  me  to  be  owing 
to  the  State  of  Relaxation  of  the  nervous 
Syftem,  proceeding  from  the  Caufes  before 
mentioned  ;  by  which,  when  the  Quantity 
of  Blood  is  reduced,  the  Equilibrium  be¬ 
tween  the  Contraction  of  the  Solids  and  Re¬ 
finance  of  the  Fluids,  on  which  Life  and 
Health  depends,  is  deftroy'd  ;  from  whence 

4 

enfues  a  Stagnation  of  the  Blood,  either  total, 
or  in  fome  Meafure. 

O  n  the  other  Hand,  I  have  obferved,  that 
when  the  Summer  has  been  moderate,  pretty 
fiee  from  Rain,  and  accompanied  now  and 
then  with  North  weft  Winds,  E  leuriji.es  and 
j Veripieitmonies  of  the  inflammatory  Kind, 
were  common  on  the  Approach  of  Winter; 
and  that  the  Cure  of  fuch  confifted  in  Bleed¬ 
ing,  with  proper  Methods  to  break  the  Co¬ 
il  chons  of  the  Blood.  To  fuch  Patients  a 
great  many  Biifters  are  hurtful,  tho"  com¬ 
monly  prefciibed  in  Inch  Cafes,  but  one 
or  two  are  of  Service.  1  made  the 
fame  Obieryation  as  to  neryous  Tkurijies 

and 
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and  Teripneumonies ,  and  found,  that  really 
the  Cure  in  both  Cafes  confided  of  the  fame 
Kind,  viz.  Quickening  the  Circle ,  and  at¬ 
tenuating  the  Texture  of  the  Blood,  fave 
only,  that  in  thole  more  inflam  a  tory,  Bleed¬ 
ing  was  neceffary.  So  that  from  this  Ac¬ 
count  it  appears  to  be  very  probable,  that 
the  remote  Caufes  which  I  have  afligned  for 
the  Production  of  thefe  Difeafes,  are  the  real 
ones ;  becaufe,  there  is  fuch  an  Agreement 
between  the  Change  of  the  W eather  and 
Climate,  with  their  Change.  Upon  opening 
the  Bodies  of  Tleuritick  and  Teripneumonick 
Patients,  I  have  found  the  Lungs  and  Pleu¬ 
ra  both  affeCled  :  in  the  former  Sort  it  always 
was  fo,  attended  with  an  Adhefion  ;  but  in 
the  latter,  I  have  feen  Inftances  when  the 
Lungs  only  were  affected ;  therefore,  as  I  ne¬ 
ver  knew,  nor  could  ever  hear,  upon  flriCt 
Enquiry,  of  any  Difference  in  the  Symptoms 
oi  fuch  Patients,  I  conclude,  that  in  Virgi¬ 
nia  there  is  no  fuch  Difeafe  as  a  genuine 
Vlettrify ,  and  coniequently,  that  the  epide¬ 
mical  Difeafe,  known  by  the  Name  of  a 
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'Thurify,  Is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  Thurify 
and  Teripneumony ,  either  nervous  or  in- 
flamatory* 

I  h  a  v  e  taken  notice,  that  thefe  Patients 
invaded  with  a  Thurify  and  Teripneumony , 
after  having,  for  a  confiderable  Time,  been 
affe&ed  with  Agues  and  Intermit  tents,  fel- 
dom  recover ;  and  efpecially,  if  many  Blir 
fters  arc  applied,  or  copious  Bleeding  ufed : 
The  Blood  of  fuch  Patients,  I  always  found 
to  be  vifcid  and  glutinous ;  from  which  it 
would  appear,  that  Blifters  and  all  Stimuli 
muft  needs  be  very  proper  to  attenuate  and 
diffolve  it ;  but,  fince,  in  Fadt,  it  is  other- 
wife,  then  5tis  demonftrated,  that  the  Tex¬ 
ture  of  the  Blood,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  is  much 
broken  ;  whence  proceeds  the  Coagulum. .  I 
have  alfo  found,  that  all  refrigerating  Me¬ 
dicines  are  here  of  the  worft  Confequence  ; 
and  that  the  Cure  confifls  in  that  which  mo¬ 
derately  warms,  and  gently  attenuates  the  , 
Blood  *  and  indeed  of  moft  other  Thurifies 
ami  Teripneumonies  in  Virginia ,  fave  only, 
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that  Blood-letting  is  more  requifite  with  fuch 
Operations,  in  Cafes  more  infiamatory  :  But 
it  is  moft  certain,  that  the  belt  Methods  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  moft  eminent  Authors,  are 
deficient  in  many  Gales  of  thefe  Difeafes  in 
Virginia^  tho*  duly  complied  with  ;  and 
then  thefe  Methods,  were  they  never  lb  fuf- 
ficient,  cannot  be  followed  duly  in  all  Places 
of  that  Country,  for  leveral  Reafons. 

Hence  I  plainly  law,  of  what  Impor¬ 
tance  it  muft  be  to  the  Country,  to  have  a 
Medicine  which  it  plentifully  produces,  to 
cure  the  feveral  Kinds  of  that  epidemical 
and  mortal  Difeafe  to  which  it  is  fubject  * 
and  therefore,  I  made  no  Secret  of  my  Dis¬ 
covery  of  the  certain  Efficacy  of  the  Seneca 
Rattlesnake  Root  againft  them,  but  imme¬ 
diately  publifhed  it,  without  the  leaft  Re- 
ferve  ;  as  alfo  my  Opinion  of  its  Ufe  in  o- 
ther  Difeafes. 

A  Raraphrenitis ,  I  obferved  to  be  the  e- 
pidemical  Difeafe  of  Virginia ,  in  the  Years 
1730,  and  1735  ;  and  wras  as  mortal  as  a 
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Thurify  or  Terifnemnony  of  any  Kind  that 
lever  had  feen :  But  every  Patient  that 
had  the  Rattle-fnake  Root ,  I  found  recove¬ 
red  in  a  Day  or  two  after  I  began  giving  it 
in  the  Method,  as  will  further  appear.  I 
had  an  Opportunity  of  giving  that  Medicine 
to  feveral  fuch  Patients,  in  the  Years  1734, 
and  1735,  and  fuch  was  its  Effect,  that  j 
can  fay,  it  fuits  that  Difeafe  admirably  well. 
I  have,  fome  Years,  now  and  then,  found  a 
Patient  labouring  under  a  Taraphrenitis ,  but 
never  knew  it  to  be  epidemical,  except  in 
the  Years  before  mentioned. 

From  thefe  Accounts  of  the  epidemi¬ 
cal  Difeafes  of  Virginia,  it  is  plain,  that 
they  are  owing  to  Obftru&ions  in  the  Vef- 
fels,  Vifcidities,  and  Coagulations  of  the 
Blood  ;  and  confequently,  that  the  Fevers 
of  that  Country  are  Symptomatic k :  It  cer¬ 
tainly  nrnft  be  fo  *  for,  during  the  whole 
Courfe  of  my  Pra&ice,  1  never  met  with  a 
Legittmate  Fever.,  nor  could  ever,  upon 
the  moll  diligent  Enquiry,  hear  of  a  Difeafe 
that  had  been  there  lb  circumlianced,  that 
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I  could  infer  to  be  a  Fever  of  any  other 
Kind  than  Symptomatic/:.  How  it  comes  to 
pafs  that  fome  Years  Fleur ijies  and  Feri- 
pneumonies  are  different  from  what  they  are 
in  others,  and  that  a  Faraphrenitis  is  fome- 
times  epidemical,  is  what,  I  think,  may  be 
accounted  for  from  probable  Reafoning  : 
But,  fince  the  Subjedof  Phyfick  is  of  fuch 
an  abftrufe  Nature,  as  not  to  admit  of  De- 
monftration  to  fuch  Certainty,  but  what 
may,  perhaps,  by  fome  Sort  of  Men,  be  ca- 
vifd  at,  I  fhall  therefore  avoid  touching  u- 
pon  any  Rationale,  to  folve  that  Matter,  c- 
fpecially,  as  the  prefent  Occafion  does  not 
diredly  require  it,  my  Defign  being  to  re- 
prefent  to  you  the  epidemical  Difeafes  to 
which  Virginia  is  fubjed,  and  the  furprifing 
Efficacy  of  the  Seneca  Rattle-jnake  Root,  in 
a  Fleurijy  and  F eripneiimony  of  feveral 
Kinds,  that  thence  ufeful  Dedudions  may  be 
made  to  Mankind  :  And  therefore,  I  fhall 
now  begin  and  Rate  thole  Cafes  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  moft  worthy  of  your  Attenti¬ 
on. 
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I  shall  firft  take  Notice,  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  Succefs  of  the  Rattle-fnake  Root ,  in  a 
j Pleurijy  and  P  eripieumony^  is  recovering 
the  Patient  the  fecond  or  third  Day,  by  the 
Method  as  follows. 

First,  When  the  Patient  is  taken,  if 
the  Cafe  is  infiamatory,  ten  Ounces  of 
Blood  is  taken  from  the  Arm,  and  three 
Spoonfuls  of  a  Deco£tion  of  the  Rattle-fnake 
Root  given  immediately  after,  and  repeated 
every  fix  Hours.  This  Deco£tion  is  three 
Ounces  of  the  Root  bruifed  and  boiled  in  a 
Quart  of  Spring  Water,  till  near  one  Half 
is  evaporated.  Bleeding  is  repeated,  if  the 
Pain  fhould  return,  or  Fever  increafe  ;  but 
it  feldom  happens  that  either  do,  if  the  Pati¬ 
ent  is  let  Blood  as  foon  as  taken,  and  the  De¬ 
ception  continued  duly  every  fixHours.  Ex¬ 
pectoration  is,  by  this  Medicine,  moft  power¬ 
fully  and  expeditioufly  raifed,  and  alfo  the  Spi¬ 
rits  of  the  Patients  exalted,  and  the  Blood- 
attenuated  :  So  that,  Eltfiers ,  Volatile r,  Pe- 
£torals ,  and  fuch  Things,  calculated  for  that 
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End,  are  not  wanted y  the  Ufe  of  them  being 
complied  with  by  this  one  Thing,  far  bet¬ 
ter. 

I  f  the  Cafe  is  nervous,  the  Deco£tion  of 
the  Root  is  given  in  the  fame  Manner,  with¬ 
out  Bleeding ;  and  the  Succels  here  is  rather 
greater  than  in  an  inflamatory  Cafe,  the  Pati¬ 
ent  recovering  in  a  fhorter  Time.  The 
Powder  of  the  Root  I  alfo  have  given  in 
fuch  Cafes,  and  alfo  in  thole  that  are  in¬ 
flamatory,  with  the  fame  Sticcefs  as  the 
Decodtion,  with  this  Difference,  That  the 
Patient  does  not  find  Eafe  of  Pain  or  Reft- 
lefnefs  fo  foon,  by  about  an  Hour,  as  when 
the  Decoction  is  given  :  The  Dofe  of  the 
Powder  is  thirty  five  Grains.  The  Opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Root  being  Diuretick ,  Diapho- 
retick,  Catharticky  and  fometimes  Emeticky 
I  prevent  the  two  latter  Operations,  when  I 
apprehend  that  they  are  inconfiftent  with  the 
Patient’s  Cafe,  by  mixing  any  of  the  Te- 
Jlacea  with  the  Powder,  and  giving  them  in 
Weak  Cinnamon- Water ,  and  fo  in  like  Man- 
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her  with  the  Deco&ion  :  And  when  I  find 
that  a  Patient’s  Cafe  requires  thofe  Operati¬ 
ons,  I  encourage  them  in  a  proper  Manner, 
as  if  an  Emetick  or  Cathartick  had  been 
given.  But  it  feldotn  happens  that  this 
Root  i $  Emetick^  unlefs  given  in  a  double 
Dofe,  and,  fo  far  as  it  is  Cathartic ky  gene¬ 
rally  fpeaking,  muft  certainly,  with  its  o- 
ther  Operations,  fuit  excellently  well  a  Elen- 
Reripneumony ,  or  Taraphrenitis . 

T  h  u  s  having  fhewn  the  general  Method 
of  treating  thefe  epidemical  and  mortal  Di- 
fcafes  of  Virginia ,  with  the  Seneca  Rattle- 
Jnake  Root ,  I  fhall  next  ftate  fome  particu¬ 
lar  Cafes. 


CASE  I.  Decemb.  i  o.  1 7  34.. 

A  M  a  n,  aged  Thirty,  was  attack’d 
jL  \  with  a  Tleurify  and  Reripieumony,  to 
a  very  great  Degree.  Copous  Bleeding. , 
TeVoralSy  Volatiles ,  Blijlers ,  and  all  the  u- 
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fual  Methods  had  been  complied  with,  till 
the  17.  when  I  was  called  to  him:  The 
Symptoms  were  as  follow,  A  quick,  low 
and  intermitting  Pulfe,  difficult  Breathing, 
irkfome  Cough,  Expectoration  ft  opt,  an  acute 
Pain  of  his  Side  and  Breaft,  Delirium,  lim¬ 
pid  Urine,  and  an  hippocratick  Face. 

This  being  the  firft  Patient  I  met  with, 
after  I  had  determined  to  try  the  Efficacy  of 
the  Seneca  Rattlesnake  Root  in  a  Tleurify 
and  Reripneumony ,  I  was  inclined,  for  a  little 
Time,  not  to  give  it,  becaufe  I  could  not 
judge  it  to  be  a  fair  Trial,  as  it  manifeftly 
appeared  from  all  thofe  Symptoms,  that  there 
was  the  mo  ft  imminent  Danger  :  But,  u- 
pon  fecond  Thought,  I  determined  to  give 
it;  for,  as  I  never  had  feen  fuch  a  Patient 
recover,  let  the  Effect  of  the  Root  be  what 
it  would,  I  had  not  the  leaft  Reafon  to 
blame  my  felf  in  the  Matter :  Accordingly, 
I  gave  him  three  Spoon-fulls  of  the  Tincture 
of  the  Root ;  which  is  made  by  digefting 
four  Ounces  thereof  in  two  Pound  of  Canary? 
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or  Mountain  Wine,  in  a  Sand  Heat.  I- aff¬ 
ixed  him,  in  about  half  an  Hour,  how  he 
found  himfeif ;  who  anfwered,  That  he  was 

warm  and  eafy  :  From  this,  apprehending 
him  to  be  delirious,  I  looked  upon  him,  and 
asked  him  feveral  Queftions,  to  which  he 
gave  me  very  proper  Anfwers:  His  Pulfe 
was  now  regular,  and  in  fome  Degree  raifed. 
This  advantageous  Change  continued  for  two 
Hours ;  then  he  breathed  with  more  Dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  his  Cough  was  very  trouble- 
fome  ;  Upon  this  I  gave  him  two  Spoon- 
fulls  more  of  the  Tincture  of  the  Root,  with 
which  he  had  Intervals  of  Eafe,  tho'  the 
Cough  was  very  troublefome.  By  this  Time 
he  had  a  very  full,  quick,  and  regular 
Pulfe,  and  continued  much  the  fame  for  fix 
Hours ;  then  he  had  a  loofe  Stool,  after 
which  he  was  more  eafy  than  before,  and 
Expedloration  began  to  be  eafy  and  copious; 
fo  that  his  Intervals  of  Eafe  were  large, 
whereby  he  flept,  with  only  a  fmall  Inter¬ 
ruption,  occafioned,  I  think,  from  his 
Cough, 
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I  repeated  the  Dofe  of  the  Tincture, 
and  ask'd  him,  in  about  an  Hour  afterwards, 
how  the  Pain  of  his  Breaft  and  Side  was, 
who  told  me,  That  he  felt  it  not,  except 
when  the  Cough  was  troublefome.  He  com¬ 
plain'd  that  his  Urine  was  very  fharp, 
whereupon  I  dire&ed  that  fome  of  it  fiiould 
be  put  into  a  Phial  •  and  I  ordered  the  Tin¬ 
cture  to  be  continued  every  fix  Hours,  and 
to  give  him  for  ordinary  Drink,  a  Tea  made 
of  Marjb  Mallow  Roots ,  fvveetned  with 
Honey,  and,  in  cafe  he  inclined  to  take  any 
Suftenance,  that  'Panada ,  or  weak  Chicken 
Broth,  fiiould  be  his  Food.  Having  attend¬ 
ed  him  nine  or  ten  Hours,  I  left  him,  with 
thefe  Directions  to  be  punctually  complied 
with. 

On  the  18th,  I  found  him  much  better 
than  when  I  left  him,  and  the  Urine  which 
was  put  by,  had  a  Sediment  of  a  Brick  Dull 
Colour:  Expectoration  was  very  caly  and 
copious,  the  Deliriums  gone  off,  a  full  regu¬ 
lar  Pulfe,  and  not  much  railed;  the  Pains  of 

his 
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his  Side  and  Breaft  almoft  quite  gone,  Re¬ 
spiration  very  eafy,  and  the  hippocratick 
Look  quite  vanillied.  His  Friends  told  me, 
That  the  third  Dofe  of  the  Tindlure  purged 
him  twice,  but  afterwards  it  had  no  fuch 
Effe<ft. 

O  n  the  ipth  he  was  apparently  recover¬ 
ed  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  I  ordered  the  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  Tin&ure  every  eight  Flours? 
till  the  2ift,  when  his  Recovery  was  beyond 
all  Queftion. 

I  r  is  very  common  in  Virginia ,  that  Such 
Patients  as  this  are  Subject  to  He  flick  Fevers , 
with  a  violent  Cough,  alter  So  Severe  a  DiS- 
cafe,  which  very  often  kills  them  in  three  or 
Sour  Months  Time  ;  and  therefore,  in  this 
Cale,  I  propoSed  to  have  prevented  this  Con- 
Sequence,  by  corr  oh  orating  Bitters ,  Chaly- 
beats ,  Alteratives ,  Refioratives ,  &c.  bur, 
to  my  SurpriSe,  I  found  him  recover  falter 
than  moth  Patients  after  a  flight  Diieafe  of 

this  Sort  j  for,  in  ten  Days  Time,  after  the 
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the  laft  of  January ,  he  was  as  ftrong  and 
lufty  as  ever ;  and  therefore  I  gave  him  no 
fuch  Medicines  as  I  propofed,  to  prevent  his 
falling  into  a  confumptive  State. 


C  A  S  E  II.  Decemh.  1 8.  1 734.. 

Am  a  N  about  Forty  Years  old  was  feifed 
with  a  Thurify  and  Tcripneumony ,  af¬ 
ter  a  longlndifpofition  fro m  Agues  and  inter¬ 
mitting  Fevers ,  and  a  Cachehtical  State. 

O  n  the  ipth,  I  found  the  very  worft 
Symptoms  attend  him,  viz,,  an  intermitting 
low  Pulfe,  difficult  Refpiration,  violent 
Cough,  Delirium  and  Purging. 

I  immediately  took  away  from  the 
Arm  ten  Ounces  of  Blood,  and  gave  him 
afterwards  thirty  Grains  of  Rattle-fnake 
Root)  with  fifteen  Grains  of  Species  pro  h- 
leti.  Diafcordiiy  in  aGlalsof fmall  Cinnamon- 
Water.  *  In  an  Flour  he  told  me,  That  he 
was  much  more  eafy,  which  appeared  very 

plainly 
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plainly  by  his  breathing  free  ;  for  he  was  al- 
moft  fuffocated  till  he  was  let  Blood,  and 
took  the  Root.  In  two  Hours  the  Delirium 
came  on,  and  continued  for  about  Half  an 
Hour  ;  I  then  repeated  the  Dofe  as  he  had 
before,  whereupon  the  Delirium  returned 
with  very  great  Violence.  Upon  this  be¬ 
ing  at  a  Stand,  I  determined  to  give  nothing 
till  I  could  judge,  with  fome  Clearnefs,  of 
the  Caufe  of  this  Return  of  the  Delirium; 
his  Pulfe  was  alfo  extremely  quick,  low, 
and  intermitting.  I  could  not  fuppofe  that 
the  Delirium  was  owing  fo  too  great  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Blood,  becaufe  its  Circulation,  when 
I  let  him  Blood,  demonftrated  the  contrary. 

W  mile  I  was  confidering  what  was  moffc 
proper  to  be  done,  a  Vomiting  arofe;  and 
after  that  ceafed,  I  found  his  Pulfe  full  and 
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regular,  and  the  Delirium  went  entirely  off 
in  Half  an  Hour  after.  Being  under  a  Ne- 
ceffity  of  vihting  other  Patients,  I  left  him, 
and  gave  the  following  Dire&ions. 
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That  all  his  Drink  fhould  be  a  Tea 
made  of  MarJfj  Mallow  Roots ,  fweetned 
with  Loaf  Sugar  :  That  every  fix  Hours  the 
Powder,  as  before,  fhould  be  given ;  and  to 
fend  me  an  Account  of  his  Cafe,  if  he  ihould 
grow  worfe* 

O  n  the  aoth  I  vifited  him,  and  found 
him  fitting  up,  much  in  the  fame  Condition 
as  Patients  commonly  are  after  the  Crifis  of 
fuch  a  Difeafe.  I  then  examined  into  the 
State  of  his  Urine,  and  found  a  fmall  white 
Sediment,  with  Clouds  of  the  fame  Colour* 
Upon  this  I  propofed,  that  notwithstanding 
he  was  apparently  fo  well,  he  fhould  conti¬ 
nue  taking  the  Powder :  But  he  reprefented 
to  me,  that  he  was  pretty  well,  and  defired 
to  be  excufed,  till  he  faw  how  he  continued. 
But  I  apprehending,  as  there  was  no  Sedi¬ 
ment  of  a  Brick  Dull  Colour  in  the  Urine 
which  I  always  found  to  be  the  true  Crifis 
of  that  Difeafe,  that  there  muft  be  fome 
latent  Matter,  which  would  certainly  foon 
appear  in  fome  Shape  or  other  j  therefore  I 
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infifted  on  his  taking  it,  which  he  according¬ 
ly  did. 

On  the  21ft,  there  was  a  Sediment  of  a 
Brick  Duft  Colour  in  his  Urine ;  and  he  af¬ 
terwards  told  me,  till  that  Sediment  appear¬ 
ed,  he  had  an  aching  in  his  Bones,  as  he 
term'd  it,  which  convinced  me  that  there 
was  lb  me  morbifick  Matter  skulking,  which, 
in  all  Probability,  would  have  produced  a 
new  Invafion  of  the  Difeafe,  had  not  the 
Root,  by  its  a&ive  and  ftimulating  Proper¬ 
ty.  reduced  it  to  a  due  Fitnefs  for  its  Ex- 
pullion  by  Urine,  which  is  the  Crifis  of  a 
\ Thurify ,  or  Teripneumony .  This  Patient 
was  in  a  perfed  State  of  Health,  in  twenty 
Days  after  the  red  Sediment  appeared  in 
his  Urine. 

I  think  it  fit  to  make  this  Obferva- 
tion,  becaufe,  commonly  after  thefe  Difeafes 
to  fo  great  a  Degree,  the  Patient  is  fome 
Months  weak  and  low,  before  he  perfe&ly 
recovers.  And  from  hence  moft  evidently 
appears,  that  the  State  of  the  Blood  on  which 

the 
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the  Difeafe  depends,  is  perfectly  chang’d  by 
the  Seneca  Rattle-fnake  Root . 

I  shall  add  one  Obfervation  more  up¬ 
on  this  Patient’s  Cafe,  viz,.  That  the  Purging 
attending  his  Difeafe  from  the  Beginning,  is 
generally  a  fure  Symptom  of  not  recovering, 
in  Virginia ;  for,  as  it  is  not  a  critical  Dis¬ 
charge  of  the  Humours,  it  mull  therefore 
leave  the  Blood  in  a  moft  fizy  State,  fince 
the  Caufe  of  thefe  Difeafes  is  a  Vifcidity,  or 
Glewifhnefs  of  the  Blood,  as  I  have  fhewn, 
Rage  15.  and  appears  in  this  Cafe  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  Manner,  as  he  had  been  affedted  fome 
Time  before  the  Invafion  of  the  Difeafe  with 
Agues  and  intermitting  Fevers :  Now,  not¬ 
withstanding  of  this,  he  recovered  ;  and  I 
dare  venture  to  fay  that  he  would  not,  had 
I  not  ftopt  the  Purging  in  the  Manner  I  did; 
for,  as  I  juft  now  obferved,  the  Continuance 
of  the  Purging  muft  have  rendered  the  whole 
Mafs  of  Blood  fo  vifcid,  that  a  total  Stag¬ 
nation  thereof  would  certainly  have  been 
the  Gonfequence ;  and  this  lame  Confer 

E  2  quence 
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quence  would  alfo  have  been  unavoidable, 
had  I  given  Opiates  to  effeft  that  Purpofe: 
For,  as  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood  is  very 
languid  in  fuch  Difeafes,  then  whatever  will 
caufe  a  Ceffation  of  the  A&ion  of  the  animal 
Spirits,  or  mufcular  Fibres,  muft,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  induce  a  Stagnation  of  the  Blood  ;  and 
that  Opium  does  this,  is  well  known.  And 
in  this  Cafe,  does  alfo  appear  the  Ufefulnefs 
of  the  emetick  Quality  of  the  Root;  for  it 
appeared,  that  after  the  fecond  Dole  of  the 
Powder,  the  Patient  was  more  delirious,  but 
upon  Vomiting,  it  went  off  with  the  other 
Symptoms. 

This,  I  think,  is  plainly  to  be  account¬ 
ed  for ;  becaufe,  when  the  Purging  was  ftopt 
by  giving  the  Species  Diafcordii ,  the  Velfels 
muft  be  afterwards  more  full  •  add  to  this, 
the  Root  dividing  and  attenuating  the  Blood ; 
then  ftis  plain,  that  tho’  there  was  a  Ten¬ 
dency  towards  removing  the  Vifcidity  from 
thefe  Operations,  yet  this  Inconvenience  was 
unavoidable  from  the  Circumftances  of  the 
Cafe,  till  the  Mufcles  of  the  Thorax  and 

Abdomen 
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Abdomen  exerted  themfelves,  whereby  the 
Vibration  of  the  Fibres  was  continued  to 
the  Capillaries  of  the  Brain,  and  other  Pla¬ 
ces  where  the  Stagnation  was,  on  which  the 
Delirium  depended  ;  by  which  Vibration,  the 
Stagnation  was  removed,  and  all  its  Confe- 
quences  ;  as  appeared  in  this  Patient’s  Cafe  : 
Wherefore,  tho’  Erneticks  are  generally  hurt¬ 
ful  in  Tleurijies ,  yet,  in  fome  Cafes  of  that 
Nature,  the  mild  Operation  of  fome  Sort  of 
them  may  be  of  very  great  Ufe. 


C  A  S  E  III.  'January  10. 1735. 

Am  a  n,  aged  about  Twenty  five,  was 
feized  with  a  Earaph  renit  is ,  attended 
with  the  following  Symptoms,  viz.  A  1110ft 
acute  Pain  of  his  Breaft,  intenfe  Fever, 
Cough,  Difficulty  in  Breathing  to  a  very 
great  Degree,  Nunfea,  Delirium,  and  was 
fometimes  convulfed. 

I  immediately  took  away  ten  Oun¬ 
ces  of  Blood  from  the  Arm,  and,  in  an  Hour 

after, 
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after,  gave  him  three  Spoonfuls  of  the 
Tincture  of  Rattle-Jnake  Root  :  This  he 
immediately  vomited  up-  then  I  gave  him 
one  Spoonful  more,  with  the  like  Quantity 
of  Small  Cinnamon-Water  ^  and  ten  Grains  of 
the  Salt  of  Wormwood  ;  This  he  kept  u- 
pon  his  Stomach:  In  two  Hours  I  repeated 
the  Dofe,  and  ordered  it  to  be  fo  continued? 
and  left  him. 

t 

o  n  the  nth  I  vilited  him  again,  and 
found  him  much  better,  as  to  every  Symp¬ 
tom,  except  the  Fever  :  I  took  away  ten 
Ounces  of  Blood  from  the  Arm,  and  gave 
him  the  Tincture  of  the  Root  as  before, 
which,  by  continuing  it  every  two  Hours, 
purged  him  about  four  Times  in  a  Day. 

O  n  the  1 2th,  he  was,  in  all  Refpe&s, 
apparently  clear  from  his  Diftemper ;  yet  I 
ordered  the  Continuance  of  the  Tin&ure  till 
the  13th,  when  I  examined  his  Urine,  and 
found  the  fame  Sediment  as  that  in  a  Tleuri - 
fy:  Then  I  judged  that  no  more  of  the 

Tin&ure 
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Tin&ure  would  be  proper  ;  And  therefore, 
ordered  nothing  elfe  to  be  given. 

On  the  14th!  found  him  continuing  to 
grow  better  5  and  he  perfe&ly  recovered, 
without  any  other  Medicine  than  what  I 
have  now  mentioned.'  I  find  that  in  this 
Difeafe,  tho*  nearly  related  to  a  Thurify , 

Expe&oration  is  not  fo  copious. 

/ 


CASE  IV.  January  10. 1735. 

AWoman,  about  Twenty  two  Years 
old,  was  invaded  with  a  Tarapreni- 
tisy  attended  with  the  following  Symptoms, 
Intenfe  Fever,  Convulfions,  particularly 
of  the  Scorbiculus  Cordis ,  Deliriums,  great 
Difficulty  of  Breathing,  Cough,  Sneezing 
and  Vomiting. 

I  took  away  ten  Ounces  of  Blood  from 
the  Arm,  and,  immediately  after,  gave  one 
Spoonful  of  the  Tincture  of  the  Rattle-fnake 

Rooty  mixed  with  the  lame  Quantity  of 

Small 
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Small  Cinnamon-Water*  wherein  was  diffol- 
ved  ten  Grains  of  the  Salt  of  Wormwood ;  but 
,  •  not  one  Minute  did  it  ftay  upon  her  Stomach ; 
Then  I  repeated  it,  but  with  the  fame  Suc- 
cefs ;  Next  I  gave  this  Bolus,  viz.  Rattle - 
fnake  Root  reduced, to  an  impalpable  Powder 
Fifteen  Grains,  Salt  of  Wormwood  Eight 
Grains,  Symp  of  Lemons  enough  to  make 
a  Bolus :  This  file  kept,  and  the  Vomiting 
feenfd  to  ceafe.  In  two  Hours  I  .repeated 
the  Bolus,  and  left  her,  directing  that  it 
fhould  be  repeated  every  two  Hours,  and, 
in  cafe  the  Vomiting  returned,  to  repeat 
Bleeding. 

On  the  nth  Hie  was  much  better,  the 
Fever  being  abated,  Expectoration  eafy,  the 
Convulfions  at  the  Sc  or  bi  cuius  Cordis  quite 
gone,  and,  in  Ihort,  all  the  Symptoms  al- 
moft  quite  gone  off.  Bleeding  had  not  been 
repeated,  there  being  no  Occafion  for  it.  The 
Bolus  was  continued  every  four  Hours,  till 
the  13th,  that  fhe  was  perfe&ly  recovered  : 
The  Operation  of  the  Root  by  Stool,  was, 

in 
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in  this  Cafe,  much  the  fame  as  the  other : 
and  alfo  the  Sediment  in  the  Urine  on  the 

A 

Thirteenths  - 


CASE  V.  January  1 1.  1735J 


Man,  aged  about  Twenty  eight. 


had  been  ill  of  a  T ara^hr emits  from 
January  Seventh  :  I  was  applied  to  only 
for  Advice,  but  not  being  able  truly  to 
collett  the  State  of  his  Cafe,  1  gave  Notice, 
that  unlefs  I  faw  him,  I  did  not  care  to 
prefcribe :  Whereupon  I  was  fent  for,  and 
found  his  Cafe  as  follows, 

A  most  intenfe  Fever,  and  moft  exqui- 
fite  Pain  in  his  Breaft,  fo  very  exquifite, 
that  the  Patient  declared,  That  fo  great  was 
his  Pain  upon  Breathing,  that,  if  it  was  pof» 

fible  for  him  to  ceafe  Breathing,  he  would  9 
had  a  Delirium  now  and  then,  and  was 

convulfed  at  the  Scorbiculus  Cordis ,  upon 

coughing,  which  alfo  was  very  frequent. 


F 
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He  had  been  three  Times  let  Blood,  btit 

found  no  Benefit  at  all  from  it. 

•  • 

I  g  a  v  e  him  three  Spoonfuls  0f  the  De¬ 
tection  of  Rattle- fnake  Root ,  by  which  he 
became  very  eafy  in  about  an  Hour :  I 
ordered  it  to  be  continued  every  fix  Hours, 
which  accordingly  was,  for  three  Turns, 
when  ail  the  Symptoms  went  entirely  off. 

Expectoration,  in  this  Cafe,  was 
very  copiously  raifed,  even  by  the  firft  Dofe 
of  the  Decodion,  and  a  greater  Quantity  of 
Matter  evacuated  that  Way,  than  in  any 
Cafe  of  this  Sort  I  ever  had  obferved  before, 
as  well  as  E vacation  by  Stool :  And  from 
this  I  was  inclined  to  think,  that  if  the 
Decodion  had  not  at  that  Time  been  given, 
an  Impofthumation  of  the  Diaphragma  would 
have  been  unavoidable  in  a  fhort  Time  af¬ 
ter,  whence  would  have  followed  aCorrofion 
of  the  Bowels,  Confumption  and  Death ; 

(a)  which  often  has  happened  in  thefe  Dif- 

eafes 


(<r)  Bczrhaave's  Practical  Aphorifms,  Pag.  253, 
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eafes  in  Virginia.  This  Patient,  however, 
recovered  in  Fourteen  or  Fifteen  Days  Time, 

to  a  very  good  State  of  Health  ;  and  the 

«  • 

Cafe  is  certainly  worthy  of  Remark, 

A  *P  A  RAT  HREN1TIS  continued 

this  Year  to  be  epidemical  till  May^  when 
the  Inhabitants  began  to  grow  healthy,  as 
is  common  :  And  I  know  not  of  one  Xn- 
ftance  where  the  Root  failed,  given  either 
in  Powder,  Tin&ure,  or  Decoction,  and,  in 
many  Cafes,  I  knew  it  to  be  given  ;  but  as 
thefe  three  are  the  moil  notable,  I  have  hem 
Rated  them. 


CASE  VI .Fehr.  15.  1735. 

Am  a  n,  about  Twenty  eight  Years  old, 
was  feized  with  a  ! Tleurify  and  *Peri- 
pienmony ,  let  Blood  five  Times,  and  treated 
with  the  ufual  Methods  in  fuch  Cafes,  viz. 

BlifterSy  Volatiles ,  Tettorals,  and  Glyjlers , 

F  a  as 
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as  alfo  an  Injujion  of  Stone-Horfe  Dung 
and  Caflor . 

O  n  the  2 ad,  I  was  fent  for  to  him,  and 
found  his  Cafe  as  follows. 

A  low,  quick,  intermitting  Pulfe,  the 
titmofl  Difficulty  in  Refpiration,  Expectora¬ 
tion  ftopt,  his  Cough  very  troublefome, 
a  raoft  intenfe  Pain  of  his  Left-fide,  livid 
Spots  a  little  above  the  Scorbiculus  CordiSy 
limpid  Urine,  and  fometimes  convulfed; 
and  notwithftanding  of  all  thofe  Symp¬ 
toms,  no  Delirium  attended  him. 

I  immediately  gave  him  three 
Spoonfulls  of  the  Tin&ure  of  Rattk-fnake 
Root :  In  two  Hours  he  was  perfectly  freed 
from  his  Pain,  his  Pulfe  regular  and  full,  but 
yet  quick,  tho*  in  that  much  abated,  his 
Breathing  very  free,  Expectoration  eafy  and 
copious,  and  the  Convulfions  quite  gone. 
The  Tincture  was  repeated  in  fix  Flours, 
and  io  continued. 
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On  the  23d  I  found  him  fitting  up,  and 
entirely  free  from  all  the  Symptoms,  except 
the  Cough,  which  continued  troubling  him 
now  and  then;  but  entirely  left  him  in  Ten 
Days  Time.  This  Patient's  Urine  lobfer- 
ved  was  limpid  ;  But  his  Friends  told  me, 
That  after  the  fecond  Dofe  of  the  Tin  dure, 
there  was  a  red  Sediment  therein  ;  And  the 
fame  I  found  very  copious,  when  I  vifited 
him  the  fecond  Time  :  And  notwithftan- 
ding  that  this  Cafe  was  of  ib  extraordinary 
a  Nature,  yet  the  Patient  was  perfedly  re¬ 
covered  in  Fourteen  Days  Time,  to  his  for¬ 
mer  State  of  Health. 

1  • 


CASE  VII.  May  i  r.  1 737. 

A  Woman,  aged  about  Thirty,  was 
feifed  with  a  Bleurify  and  ‘Perifneu- 
mony ,  and  had  been  treated  with  the  ufual 
Methods  in  fuch  Cafes,  viz.  Bleeding. ,  Bli- 
Jlers ,  Volatiles ,  Belltorals ,  Glyflers ,  an  In- 
jujion  of  St  one- Hor fe  Dung  and  Cajlor , 

<&c. 
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&c.  till  the  13  th,  when  fhe  was  apparently 

recovered. 

O  n  the  noth,  file  was  again  attack’d 
with  all  the  Symptoms,  to  an  equal  Degree 
as  at  firft,  and  by  the  fame  Methods  as  be¬ 
fore,  recovered  on  the  28th, 

O  h  the  10th  of  June,  all  the  Symptoms 
returned  with  more  Violence  than  at  any  of 
the  other  Times  file  was  taken,  efpecially 
the  Difficulty  in  Breathing,  and  Cough. 
Hereupon  judging  that  Blood-letting  could 
not  be  of  Service,  but  rather  of  ill  Confe- 
quence,  by  increafing  the  Blood’s  Vjfcidity, 
fince  it  had  been  fo  copioufly  performed  be¬ 
fore,  I  gave  her  three  Spoonfulls  of  the  De¬ 
ception  of  Rattlesnake  Rooty  which  fo  pow¬ 
erfully  influenced  her  Cafe,  that  in  two 
Hours  Time  Refpiration  was  perfectly  eafy, 
Expe&oration  copious,  and  the  Pulfe,  which 
before  was  quick,  low  and  intermitting,  now 
regular  and  full,  tho’  fomething  quick.  In  fix 
Hours  the  Deco&ion  was  repeated,  and  in 
Twenty  four  Hours  after,  by  continuing  it,  all 

the 
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the  Symptoms  went  entirely  off ;  fo  that  this 
Patient  was  recovered  to  her  former  Health 
and  Strength  in  about  ten  Days  Time. 


CASE  VIII.  March  18.17  87* 

A  Man,  aged  Forty  eight,  after  ha¬ 
ving  been  affeded  with  (low  erratic k 
Fevers ,  and  fcorbutical  Eruptions,  for  the 
Space  of  fix  Months,  was  invaded  with  a 
1 Fleurify  and  Feripneumony .  He  apprehend¬ 
ing  very  great  Danger  to  be  in  his  Cafe,  im¬ 
mediately  fent  for  me,  and  I  found  it  as 
follows. 

A  low,  quick, intermitting  Pulfe,  hard¬ 
ly  to  be  felt,  and  upon  the  leaft  Prellure, 
would  difappear,  a  total  Uncafinefs  of  his 
whole  Body,  and  Head-ach. 

From  thefe  Symptoms,  and  what  Ob- 
fervations  I  had  made  in  Cafes  of  that  Na¬ 
ture,  I  fufpeded  the  Difeafe  to  be  an  occult 
FUurijy  or  Feripneumony  •  therefore  I  took 

away 
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away  ten  Ounces  of  Blood  from  the  Arm, 
and  immediately  after  gave  him  three  Spoon- 
fulls  of  the  Deco&ion  of  Rattlesnake  Root : 
In  lefs  than  an  Hour  a  violent  Fever  arofe, 
attended  with  a  moft  intenfe  Pain  of  the 
Left- fide  and  Breaft;  whereupon  I  repeated 
Blood-letting,  and  gave  nothing  for  two 
Hours  after,  being  defirous  to  fee  what  Ef¬ 
fect  that  would  have;  but  finding  no  Amend¬ 
ment,  I  repeated  the  Deco&ion  of  the  Root, 
by  which  he  had  a  great  deal  of  Eafe ;  and 
in  four  Hours  Time  had  two  loofe  Stools. 
The  Deco&ion  was  repeated  every  fix  Hours, 
and  on  the  ipth  he  was  much  better. 

O  n  the  20th,  he  grew  much  worfe,  ha¬ 
ving  a  very  violent  Cough,  Difficulty  in 
Breathing,  the  Fever  increafed,  convulfed  at 
the  Sc  or  hi  cuius  Cordis ,  and  all  thofe  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  Delirium .  I  repeated  Bleeding 
copioufly,  and  continued  the  Decottion  of 
the  Root  as  before,  which  now  purged  him 
very  briskly. 


O  Kf 

-k 


Dr.  Richard  Mead.  4<j 

On  the  21ft,  there  was  fuch  ail  Abater 
nent  of  all  the  Symptoms,  that  he  was,  in 
ill  Appearance,  out  of  Danger,  and  he  walk'd 
ibout  the  Room,  had  a  white  Sediment  in 
lis  Urine,  and  continued  pretty  well  till  the 
13  d,  when  he  was  again  feifed  with  more 
Violence  than  ever,  viz.  with  a  very  high 
Fever,  intermitting  Pulfe  fomctimes,  Deliri - 
urn ,  Cough,  Difficulty  in  Breathing,  con- 
gulfed  at  the  Scorbiculus  Cordis ,  and  fpark* 
ling  Eyes* 

I  repeated  Blood-letting,  but  would 
give  no  more  of  the  Deco&ion  of  the  Root; 
not  from  any  Diffidence  I  had  in  the  Efficacy 
of  it,  but  to  avoid  Reflection  from  thofe 
who,  perhaps,  might  be  glad  of  the  leaf! 
Appearance  of  Room  to  blame  me  for  per- 
filling  in  my  Method  of  Cure  with  that  Me¬ 
dicine  :  Therefore,  I  applied  B lifters ,  gav£ 
Pectorals ,  Volatiles ,  Glyfters ,  and,  in  fhort, 
had  Recourfe  to  the  common  Method  in  fuch 
Difeafes.  I  alfo  gave  a  Dram  of  the  Pulvis 
ad  Guttetam>  with  the  Cinnabar  of  Anti - 

G  mom* 
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inony ,  every  four  Hours,  in  a  little  Marjb 
Mallow  Tea ,  which  was  the  ordinary  Drink. 

O  n  the  24th,  no  Amendment.  On  the 
Hjthy  all  Things  the  fame ;  26th,  rather 
worfe ;  therefore  I  repeated  Bleeding,  ap¬ 
plied  more  B lifters,  continued  the  Volatiles 
and  TeUtorals ,  and  the  Tulvis  ad  Guttetam , 
as  before ;  and  I  alfo  gave  an  Infufion  of 
Stone-Horje  Dung  and  Cajior ,  every  now 
and  then. 

On  the  27th,  all  the  Symptoms  were 
much  increafed  ;  28th,  ail  Things  the  fame; 
2C)th,  rather  worfe.  Now  plainly  feeing 
that  this  Patient  could  not  live  but  a  very 
fhort  Time,  and  as  l  had  tried  the  mod  effi¬ 
cacious  Methods  prefcribed  by  the  beft  Au¬ 
thorities  in  fuch  Cafes,  in  vain  ;  and  as  the 
Patient  himfelf  told  me,  That  he  found  Be¬ 
nefit  from  nothing  except  the  Root,  and  de¬ 
clared  he  would  take  nothing  elfe  ;  in  fuch 
a  Cafe,  therefore,  I  deenfd  myfelf  juftifi— 
able  in  giving  it  again,  let  the  Confequence 
be  what  it  would ;  Accordingly  I  repeated 

the 
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the  Decoction  of  the  Root  ;  whereupon,  in 
four  Hours,  the  Symptoms  began  to  abate, 
and  his  Urine  had  a  Sediment  of  a  white 
Col  our,  which  encouraged  me  to  continue 
the  Deco&icn.  On  the  30th,  a  red  Sedi¬ 
ment  in  his  Urine,  and  all  the  Symptoms  en- 
tirely  left  him. 

This  Cafe  was  the  only  one  in  which  I 
ever  fucceeded,  that  was  fo  circumftanced  ; 
for  I  never  knew  one  other  Patient  recover 
that  had  been  fubject  to  a  chronical  Illnefs 

.  t 

of  this  Sort  before,  and  then  invaded  with 
fuch  an  acute  Difeafe.  Whence  it  is  very 
plain  and  manifeft,  that  the  Cohefions  of  the 
Blood  muft,  in  fuch  Cafes,  be  of  fuch  a  Sort 
as  not  to  be  broke  and  divided  in  a  proper 
Manner,  for  the  Solution  of  the  Difeafe,  by 
Urine,  which  is  the  Crifis  of  a  Thurify  or 
Teripieumony ,  by  the  common  Methods  pre¬ 
ferred  }  fince,  in  this,  they  were  duly  com¬ 
plied  with,  but  to  no  Purpofe  :  And  there¬ 
fore,  fince  this  Root  fo  powerfully  breaks 
and  divides  the  Vifcidity,  or  Coagulation  of 

G  a  the 
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the  Blood,  which  conftitutes  a  Thurify,  it 
then  promifes  fomething  extraordinary  in 
Medicine,  fince  it  is  certain  that  there  is  no 
fuch  Thing  as  a  Specifick,  or  Medicine  a- 
dapted  folely  to  one  Difeafe  ;  and  alfo,  fince 

j 

It  is  certain  that  there  is  a  nearer  Analogy 
between  many  Diftempers  than  is  common^* 
ly  admitted, 

I  shall  make  another  Obfervation  u- 
pon  this  Patient's  Cafe.  I  took  Notice,  that 
on  the  21ft  there  was  an  Abatement  of  the 
Symptoms,  or  a  Remiffion  of  the  Difeafe, 
3nd  that  there  was  a  white  Sediment  in  his 
Urine ;  and  I  alio  have  taken  Notice,  that 
no  Tleuritick  Patients  in  Virginia  recover, 
without  a  copious  Sediment  in  their  Urine,  of 
a  Brick  Dull  Colour.  -Now,  I  know  it  to 
be  a  Practice  here  in  Britain ,  to  give  the 
Peruvian  Bark .  when  there  is  a  Remiffion 
of  the  Fever  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  with  Succefs,  I 
am  told.  In  Virginia  I  have  known  it 
done  ;  but  that  Patient  fb  treated  there  fine¬ 
ly  dies.  Therefore,  if  it  be  true,  that  in  the 

Remiffion 
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Remiffion  of  a  Pleuritick  Fever  in  Britainy 
the  Peruvian  Bark  will  take  Place,  fo  as  to 
recover  the  Patient,  and  has  a  quite  contrary 
Effed  in  Virginia ,  then  it  follows,  that  this 
Root  will  have  a  greater  Effed  in  Pleuri/ies 
in  Britain  than  in  thofe  of  Virginia  y  Be- 
caufe  the  Contradion  and  Vibration  of  the 
Solids,  which  is  fuppoied  to  be  the  Effed 
of  the  Bark,  removes  or  diflodges  the  re¬ 
maining  Vifcidity,  after  the  Remiffion  of  the 
Fever,  in  Pleuri/ies  in  Britain:  But,  in 
Virginia ,  that  Operation  of  the  Bark  fhuts 
up  the  remaining  Vifcidity,  whereby  the  Pa¬ 
tient  dies. 

H  e  n  c  e  it  appears,  That  the  Seneca 
Rattlesnake  Root  mu  ft  have  a  quicker  Effed 
in  Pleuri/ies  of  Britain  than  thole  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  becaufe  it  erfeds  that  Separation  or 
Divifion  of  the  Particles  of  the  Blood,  or 
morbifick  Matter,  on  which  depends  the 
Cure  of  the  Patient,  as  appears  by  the  Sedi¬ 
ment  in  the  Urine,  of  a  Brick  Duft  Colour, 
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The  Truth  of  this  Inference  I  fubmit  to 
your  Judgment. 


CASE  IX.  March  2 £  1737. 


Man,  aged  Sixty  three,  was  invaded 


jL  JL  with  a  Thurify  and  T eripieumony  ; 
he  had  been  let  Blood  three  Times  copiouily, 
alfo  bliftered  in  many  Places,  and  had  been 
followed  up  with  all  the  common  Methods 
of  Cure,  as  before  I  have  taken  Notice  of, 
till  the  Thirtieth,  when  I  was  called,  and 
found  him  as  follows. 

A  &  high  and  quick  Pulfe,  Difficulty  in 
Breathing,  Subjultus  tendinum ,  a  moft  acute 
Pain  of  his  Side,  and  irkfome  Cough,  with 
no  Expedoration. 

A 

1  repeated  Bleeding,  and,  immedi¬ 
ately  after,  gave  him  three  Spoonfulls  of 
the  Decodion  of  Rattle-Jnake  Root .  Inlefs 
than  half  an  Hour  he  was  perfectly  freed 
from  his  Pain,  and,  in  feme  Meafure,  all 


the 
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the  other  Symptoms  were  abated.  In  about 
five  Hours  Time  there  was  fuch  a  great  A- 
batement  of  all  the  Symptoms,  which  perhaps 
fome  People  could  hardly  credit,  unlefs  they 
had  feen  this  Patient. 

O  n  the  31ft,  about  Seven  in  the  Eve¬ 
ning,  the  Pain  of  his  Side  returned  with 
the  utmoft  Violence,  but  not  accompanied 
with  any  of  the  other  Symptoms  :  Upon 
giving  the  Decodion  of  the  Root,  the  Pain 
went  off  in  an  Hour's  Time.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  gave  me  Reafon  to  examine  into  the 
State  of  his  Urine  ;  and  I  found,  that  the 
Sediment  was  not  fo  perfcdly  red,  as  when 
a  Patient  is  out  of  Danger  ;  yet  all  the 
Symptoms  were  difappeared  :  But  never- 
thelefs,  I  ordered  the  Continuance  of  the 
Decodion  of  the  Root  every  Six  Hours. 

O  n  the  Firft  of  about  Seven  in’ 

the  Evening,  the  Pain  of  his  Side  returned 

with  the  fame  Violence  as  before,  and  alfb 

on  the  2d  and  3d,  and  within  a  few  Mi¬ 
nutes 
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nutes  of  the  fame  Time  in  all  the  Relapfes  : 
And  this  was  very  extraordinary,  that  none 
of  the  other  Symptoms  accompanied  the  vi¬ 
olent  Pain,  at  none  of  the  Times  of  its  Re¬ 
turn.  The  Decofltion  of  the  Root  was  duly 
given  as  directed,  from  which  he  always  had 
Eafe,  even  at  the  Time  when  the  Pain  fei- 
fed  him  with  fo  much  Violence  •  and 

i 

tho’  he  took  it  conftantly  every  Six  Hours, 
yet  the  Pains  returned  near  the  fame  Time, 
once  in  Twenty  four  Hours. 

O  n  the  4th,  the  Pain  did  not  return, 
and  that  Day,  I  found  a  very  large  Sedi¬ 
ment  in  his  Urine,  of  a  reder  Colour  than 
there  had  been  any  of  the  other  Days. 

D  uring  the  whole  Courfe  of  my  Pra¬ 
ctice,  I  never  met  with  a  Cafe  of  this  Sort ; 
and  how  it  happened,  that  the  Return  of 
the  Pain  was  fo  regular,  and  without  being 
accompanied  with  any  of  the  other  Symp¬ 
toms,  is  what  I  don't  take  upon  me  to  ac¬ 
count  t or  on  this  Occafion. 


CASE 
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CASE  X.  March  28.  173 7. 


w  oman,  aged  about  Thirty,  was 


JLjL  invaded  with  a  Pleurify  and  ‘Peri* 
pieumony ,  and  had  been  let  Blood  four  Times 
copioufly.  The  Perfon  to  whom  fhe  had 
applied  for  her  Recovery,  had  given  her  re¬ 
frigerating  Medicines,  fuch  as  Sal  f>runellay 
Sacchamm  Saturn i,  &c.  every  four  Hours* 
On  the  30th  I  was  fent  for,  and  found  her  in 
a  fomniferous  Condition,  convulfed  now  and 
then,  livid  Spots  on  her  Arms,  Plands  and 
Face,  and  Difficulty  in  Breathing* 

I  immediately  gave  her  four  Spoon- 
fulls  of  the  Tin&ure  of  Rattlesnake  Root  * 
In  an  Hour  her  Pulfe,  which  before  could 
hardly  be  felt,  began  to  beat  very  ftrong, 
and  her  Face  became  of  a  very  florid  Co¬ 
lour,  which  was  followed  with  a  Pain  of  the 
Left-fide.  I  immediately  repeated  the  Dofe 
of  the  Tin&ure;  and  in  about  Half  an 
Hour,  fhe  declared  that  fhe  was  perfeftly 


PI 
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eafy  ;  whereupon  I  left  her,  and  gave  Di- 
re&ions  for  to  continue  the  Tin&ure  every 
fix  Hours,  but  to  give  only  two  Spoonfulls 
for  a  Dofe. 

O  n  the  31ft,  I  found  her  quite  free  from 
ail  the  Symptoms  common  to  that  Difeafe, 
except  the  Cough,  and  fome  fmall  Difficulty 
in  Breathing.  Upon  this,  I  ordered  the 
Decoction  to  be  given  inftead  of  the  Tin&ure, 
and  to  encourage  its  Operation  by  Stool,  with 
Draughts  of  Tea,  made  of  Mallow  and 
y each  Leaves ,  which  accordingly  was  done. 

O  n  the  1  ft  of  Ap'il,  fhe  was  almoft  quite 
free  from  the  Cough  and  Shortnefs  of 
Breath,  and  then  appeared  the  Sediment  com¬ 
mon  upon  the  Solution  of  this  Difeafe,  very 
copious,  and  of  a  Brick  Duft  Colour. 

o  n  the  ad,  I  ordered  the  Deco&ion  to 
be  difeontinued  ;  arid  this  Patient  was  in  a 
good  State  of  Health  in  a  Week's  Time. 

T  h  h  s r,  Sir,  are  the  moft  notable  Cafes, 
among  a  vail  Number,  that  occurred  to  me 

s, 
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in  my  Practice,  which  ferve  to  fhew  the  great 
Efficacy  of  the  Seneca  Rattlesnake  Rcoty 
in  Vifcidities  and  Coagulations  of  the  Blood. 

•  •  r  ■  % 

I  h  a  ve  omitted  to  take  Notice,  that  I 
made  the  Tinfture  with  the  Valerian  and 
Rattle-fnake  Root ,  in  nervous  Cafes,  till, 
from  feveral  Inftances,  I  plainly  faw  there 
was  no  Occafion  for  the  Valerian ,  the  latter 
anfvvering  all  the  Intentions  of  Cure,  both 
in  nervous  and  inflamatory  Cafes :  But  till  I 
was  fatisfied  of  this  from  Experience,  I  judg¬ 
ed  it  requifite  to  give  a  known  nervous  Me¬ 
dicine  with  it  j  for,  I  think  there  is  the 
greateft  Circumfpe&ion  requifite  where  Life 
depends.  And  the  general  Succefs  of  that 
Medicine  in  recovering  Tleuriticks  and  PV- 
ripieamonicks ,  is  in  about  three  Days  Time* 
as  before  obferved. 

That  this  Root  will  be  of  Service  in 

* 

many  Difeafes  of  Great  Britain ,  both  acute 
and  chronick,  will,  I  believe,  be  admitted 
from  probable  Reafoning:  But  further  Expe- 

H  2 

•  t 
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lienee  will  demonftrate  its  Efficacy  in  this 
Climate  ;  and  as  you  have  done  me  the  Ho¬ 
nour  to  countenance  this  Difcovery  of  mine, 
I  doubt  not,  that  therefore  Mankind  will 
readily  have  Recourfe  to  fo  valuable  a  Me¬ 
dicine. 

I  am,  Sir , 

yvith  the  great  eft  Efteem  and  Regard \ 
your  ?noft  obliged ,  and  moft  obedient 

\  .  1  '  i'*  *  z,12 

humble  Servant, 

L  * 

\  •  '  V  f  ■  S  L 

JNO:  TENNENI. 


(THE 


6i 


THE 

APPENDIX. 


TH  E  Defign  of  this  appendix  be¬ 
ing  to  demonftrate  the'higheft 
Probability,  that  the  Seneca 
Rattlesnake  Root  will  be  of 
more  extenfive  Ule  than  any  Medicine  in 
the  whole  Materia  Me  die  a  ;  and  left  I 
fhould,  by  fome,  be  charged  with  too  great 
an  Opinion  of  my  own  Invention,  I  fhall  firft 
reprefent  the  Uncertainty  there  is  in  Phyfi- 
cal  Enquiry,  that, from  thence  it  may  appear 
what  is  the  moft  folid  Way  of  Reafoning,  in 

r 

order  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Fhyfick,  and  that  I  am  very  far 
from  flattering  myfelf  with  Expectations  be¬ 
yond  what  are  reafonable,  notvvithftanding 
of  the  great  Succefs  of  this  Medicine  in  ma¬ 
ny  Cafes. 


So 
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S  o  dark  and  uncertain  is  the  Chain  of 
Reafoning  and  Connexion  in  natural  Philo- 
fophy,  that  the  greateft  Certainty  to  be 
come  at,  for  the  mod  Part,  amounts  to  no 
more,  than  that  a  given  Effed:  is,  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability,  produced  by  a  certain  Caufe  af- 
figned  ;  not  fo  certain,  but  that  the  given 
Effect  may  poffibly  be  produced  by  lome 
other  Caufe,  not  in  the  Reach  of  our  Difco- 
very,  when  accounting  for  it  :  But  never- 
thelefs,  when  no  Inconvenience  appears  to 
an  unprejudiced  Enquirer,  in  admitting  a 
certain  Effect  to  be  produced  by  the  Caufe 
affigned,  then  it  is  highly  probable,  that  the 
Caufe  affigned  is  the  real  one  producing  the 
Effect.  And  of  fuch  Certainty,  and  no 
other,  are  the  Propofitions  of  a  Phyfical 
Subjed,  for  the  molt  Part. 

Whe  refore,  till  by  a  fufficient  Num¬ 
ber  of  true  and  accurate  Qbfervations  on  the 
Operations  of  Nature,  her  Laws  and  Af- 
fedions  are  better  known,  than  they  are  in 
the  prefent  Age,  'twill  be  quite  needlefs  to 

offer 
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offer  to  demonftrate  mathematically  their 
Modus  operandi,  as  is  unfuccefsfully  endea¬ 
voured.  And  admit,  that  now  there  were 
fufficient  Data ,  to  make  fuch  a  Solution,  it 
muft  be  allowed  that  no  great  Advantage 
could  arife  from  it  ;  becaufe,  when  we  know 
by  our  Obfervations,  that  Nature,  under 
fuch  and  fuch  Circumftances,  I  fihall  fuppofe 
in  a  Fleuritkk  Fever ,  throws  off  the  Bit- 
eafe  by  Urine,  to  what  Purpofe  is  it  to  de¬ 
monftrate  mathematically  the  Celerity  of 
the  Blood's  Motion,  the  Quantity  of  Blood 

palling  through  the  Heart  in  a  certain  Time, 

/  _ 

or  the  Extent  of  the  Diameters  of  the  Par¬ 
ticles  of  the  febrile  Matter  fo  thrown  off 
in  fuch  a  Difeafe,  when,  in  Faff,  we  find 
that  fuch  Matter,  Hung  off'  by  Urine,  is  the 
Crifis  of  a  Tleurify ,  Feripieumony,  and  moft 
Difeafes  of  the  Breaft,  and  that  that  Crifis 
is  moft  readily  obtained  by  fuch  and  fuch 
Medicines  ? 

It  is  moft  certain,  however,  that  'tis  re- 
quifite  to  know,  for  what  Reafons  it  is  that 

fuch 
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fuch  a  Medicine  is  the  beft  to  cure  fuch  a 
Difeafe,  and  why  it  is  improper  in  another 
Cafe,  that  thence  Inferences  may  be  drawn, 
how  far  it  may  be  ufeful  or  hurtful  in  other 
Calcs:  For  this  End,  a  Proof  of  the  Ana¬ 
logy  between  Difeafes  is  requifite  *,  and  this 
Proof,  as  I  obfervcd  before,  is  to  be  found 
by  no  other  Means  than  a  continued  Series 
of  accurate  Obfervations  on  the  Laws  and  Af¬ 
fections  of  Nature.  And  as  to  the  Proper¬ 
ty  of  the  Medicine  effedting  the  Cure,  there 
are  feveral  Ways  pointed  at  to  determine  it, 
by  the  prefent  Fhilofophy,  which  indeed 
carry  a  very  great  Probability  ;  and  yet, 
from  Facts  and  Obfervations,  it  is  plain,  tho” 
this  Fhilofophy  is  accounted  the  moft  cer¬ 
tain  of  any  that  has  hitherto  appeared  on 
the  Stage,  there  are  certain  Properties  which 
Matter  is  endued  with,  not  yet  within  the 
Reach  of  our  Difeovery  ;  for  Inftance,  It  is 
well  known,  that  the  ‘Peruvian  Bark  is  a 
very  certain  Remedy  in  an  intermitting  le¬ 
ver.  The  Caufe  a ff  trued  for  the  Production 

O 

oi  this  Dileafe,  is  a  Relaxation  of  the  Solids, 
'  and 
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and  Vifcidity  of  Blood.  The  ‘Peruvian 
Bark  confifts  of  rough  and  fmall  angular 
Parts,  and  is  fpecifically  heavier  than  the 
Blood ;  the  former  Property  corrugates  and 
draws  up  the  Fibres  ^  whereby  the  Relaxati¬ 
on  is  removed,  and  alfo  the  Blood’s  Vifcidi¬ 
ty  in  fome  Meafure;  and  the  latter  increafes 
its  Momentum  :  So  that  the  Relaxation 
and  Vifcidity,  are,  by  thefe  two  Properties 
of  the  Bark,  entirely  removed,  wherein  con¬ 
fifts  the  Cure.  Now,  it  feems  from  hence  to 
appear,  that  a  Medicine  confifting  of  rough 
and  fmall  angular  Parts,  and  fpecifically  hea¬ 
vier  than  the  Blood,  of  which  Kind  there  are 
many  in  the  Materia  Medica ,  muft  cure  an 
intermitting  Fever:  But  Experience  fhews 
the  contrary  in  many  Inftances,  tho’  it  is 
moft  certain,  that  thofe  Properties  of  the 
Bark  have  a  great  Share  in  the  Operation  ; 
and  therefore,  it  is  evident,  that  the  higheft 
Probabilities  do  not  always  fucceed  in  phyfi- 
cal  Enquiry  *  and  fince  that  is  all  the  Cer¬ 
tainty  it  is  yet  come  to,  how  can  we  pretend 
to  reduce  it  to  mathematical  Demonft ration  ? 

I  The 
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The  Subject  of  Mathematicks  exifts  not  in 
Nature,  lave  in  our  Idea  only ;  and  its  Demon- 
fhations  carry  fuch  an  evident  Chain  of  Con¬ 
nection,  as  are  undeniable.  But  there  are  cer¬ 
tain  Properties  originally  impreffed  on  Mat¬ 
ter  by  its  wife  Author,  the  Knowledge  of 
which  is  the  Subjed  of  Phyfick  ;  and  how 
we  Ihould  believe  material  Bodeis  to  have 
certain  Properties  betore  we  know  them  from 
Obfervation  and  Fads,  appears  to  me  very 
extraordinary. 

I  shall  give  another  Inftance  of  the 
Uncertainty  and  Darknefs  of  E.eafoning  in 
Phyfick,  which  will  kill  clearly  Ihew,  how 
unripe  it  is  for  mathematical  Treatment. 

Dr.  T FTC A1RN,  ( a )  treating  of  a 
legitimate  Fever,  delcribes  it  thus, 

a  By  the  Term  Fever  is  underftood  an  u- 
t£  niform  Augmentation  of  the  Blood's  Ve- 
“  locity,  that  is,  an  equal  one  in  equal  Spa- 
u  ces  of  lime,  whence  is  conceived  a  Fever 

u  fimplc 

(a)  Elements  of  Plyjick)  Pag.  117. 
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a  fimple,  and  only  of  one  Period,  or  legiti- 
“  mate  and  true,  and  without  the  Concur- 
“  rence  of  any  other  Difeafe* ” 

H  ere  he  confiders  it  as  arifing  from  no 
vitiated  State  of  the  Blood;  but  from  fome 
remote  Caufe,  luch  as  u  Drinking  of  ftrong 
u  Liquors,  violent  Exercife,  Anger,  or  that 
4‘  which  effectually  and  immediately  pro¬ 
duces  an  augmented  Velocity  of  the 
*'•  Blood,  ” 

4  i 

According  to  this  Account  of  a 
Fever,  it  is  very  evident,  that  the  Cure  mult 
confift  entirely  in  abating  the  Blood’s  Rare¬ 
faction,  and  that  all  Stimuli  muft  be  oppofite 
to  the  Cure.  Now,  tho’  this  is  a  fair  Con- 
fequence  from  the  PremifTes,  yet  DoCtor  Bit- 
cairn  himfelf,  in  a  pofitive  Manner,  recom¬ 
mends  Bliflers  ;  And,  that  Blitters  are  en¬ 
dued  with  a  very  aCtive  and  {Emulating  Pro- 
pery,  is  what  I  prefume  will  be  granted  ;  yet 
neverthelefs,  he,  after  having  in  a  particu¬ 
lar  and  accurate  Manner  defin’d  a  Fever, 

# 

as  Jimgle  and  legitimate ,  and  without  the 

I  2  Concur- 
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Concurrence  of  any  other  Difeafe,  concluded 
thus, 

“  Wherefore,  to  come  to  the  Cure, 
u  it  is  manifeft,  That  the  Cure  of  a  legiti- 
<c  mate  Fever,  accompanied  by  no  other, 
“  is  moftexpedicioufly  done  by  Bleeding,  and 

by  Remedies  which  abate  the  Blood's  Rare- 
“faction;  fuch  as,  Sugar  of  Lead ,  purified 
“  Nitre,  Spirit  of  Sulphur ,  Juice  of  Lemons , 
u  diftilled  Vinegar ,  Emulfions  of  the  greater 
<c  cold  Seeds  ;  and  more  efpecially  Blifiers 
u  made  with  the  Powder  of  Cantharides ,  ’ 
fiC  which  draw  ofFPart  of  the  Serum  which  is 
^  too  much  rarified, 

4. 

I  t  is  moft  certain,  that  drawing  Part  of 
the  Serum  which  is  too  much  rarified* 
would  be  of  very  great  Ufe,  could  it  be 
done  without  fo  great  an  Xnconveniency, 
as  that  great  Increafe  of  the  Blood's  Mo- 
tion,  which  muff  neceflfarily  arife  from  the 
Simulating  and  active  Salt  of  the  Cant  hart - 
des,  both  emitted  into  the  Blood,  and  ading 

upon  the  Fibres  at  the  fame  Time, 

-  -  “  T  o 
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T  o  this  Objedion  again  ft  Biifters  in  a 
Legitimate  Fever ,  it  may  be  anfwered,  That 
the  Inconvenience  arifing  from  the  Simula¬ 
ting  and  adive  Sait  of  the  Cantharides ,  is 
inconfiderable,  in  refped  of  the  Advantage 
arifing  from  the  drawing  off  Part  of  the  ra¬ 
tified  Serum .  But  Experience,  which  can¬ 
not  be  contradided,  fhews,  That  Biifters 
produce  fo  good  Effeds  in  Difeafes  owing  to 
Vifcidities  and  Coagulations  of  the  Blood, 
which  would  be  furprifing,  were  it  not  that 
fuch  frequently  occur;  therefore,  if  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  good  Effect  of  Biifters ,  was 
drawing  oft  the  Serum  from  the  Blood,  then, 
in  Difeafes  owing  to  a  Vifcidity  or  Coagula¬ 
tion  of  the  Blood,  they  would  confequently 
have  a  bad  Effed;  becaufe,  in  fuch  Difeafes, 
the'Lofs  of  the  Serum  mu  ft  increafe  the  Vif¬ 
cidity. 

B  u  T,  fince  it  is  found  by  Experience, 
that  Biifters  have  very  good  Effeds  in 
Difeafes  owing  to  a  Coagulation  and  Vifci¬ 
dity,  fuch  as  Tleurifies ,  Malignant  Fevers , 

Sj£oJ>lexiesy 
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Apoplexies ,  &c.  it  therefore  follows,  that 
they  mult  have  a  bad  Effed  in  a  Legitimate 
Fever  ;  for  the  Vetocity  of  the  Blood  mu  ft 
certainly  be  augmented  from  the  Adivity  of 
the  Salts  with  which  the  Cantharides  a  - 
bound. 

H  e  n  c  e  it  is  very  evident,  that  the 
main  Efficacy  of  Blijlers  confifts  in  the  fti- 
muiating  Property  of  the  Cantharides  •  for, 
from  their  Application,  it  is  found,  in  Dit* 
eales  owing  to  a  Vifcidity  and  Coagulation, 
that  tho’  the  Serum  is  drawn  off  from  the 
Blood,  yet  the  Vifcidity  is  removed. 

And  hence  it  is  fairly  proved,  that  Bli - 
Jlers  are  hurtful  in  a  Legitimate  Fever : 
But  Fad  (hews  the  contrary.  The  Quefti- 
on  then  is,  how  it  can  come  to  pafs,  that 
the  fame  Cafe  ffiould  produce  like  Effeds, 
under  different  Circumftances  ?  In  the  one 
Cafe  the  Caule  of  the  Difeafe  is  an  augmen¬ 
ted  Velocity  of  the  Blood,  proceeding  from 
feme  remote  Caufe.  And  in  the  other,  the 

Caufe 
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Caufe  is  fome  certain  Matter  mixed  with  the 
Blood,  by  which  it  is  in  a  State  of  Rare- 
feCtion,  and  its  Texture  vitiated. 

Thus,  in  the  firft  Cafe,  an  Abatement  of 
Motion  is  the  Cure}  And  in  the  Second,  the 
Cure  mull  be  effected  by  an  Increafe  of  Mo- 

1 

tion  }  and  both  thele  to  be  performed  by 
the  fame  Thing,  viz.  Etiflers  }  which  is  an 
apparent  Contradiction. 

H  e  n  c  e  it  follows,  that  either  there  is  a 
Relation  between  a  legitimate  Fever ,  and 
a  Fever  owing  to  a  vitiated  State  of  the 
Blood,  which  is  called  Symptom  at  ick,  or 
elfe  one  and  the  fame  Caufe  will  produce 
like  EffeCts  under  different  Circumftances, 
which  is  an  apparent  Contradiction,  as  juft 
now  obferved. 

*  1 

Here  the  Queftion  naturally  arifes,  How 
can  Mathematicks  folve  this  Difficulty,  or 
the  other,  as  to  the  Operation  of  the  Peru¬ 
vian  Bark?  The  Way  to  folve  it,  I  ap- 

» 

prehend  to  be  by  an  Enquiry  into  all  the 

Circum- 
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Circumftances  regarding  a  legitimate  and 
Jymptomatick  Fever  *,  whence  will  appear 
the  Reafons  why  Blijlers  are  proper  for 
both,  and  why  other  Medicines  are  proper 
in  one  of  thefe  Fevers,  but  not  in  the  other; 
and  this  Enquiry  into  the  Circumftances  muft 
be  of  a  very  different  Nature  from  any 
Thing  mathematical,  for  the  Reafons  before 
afligned. 

From  thefe  Obfervations  it  appears, 
how  difficult  it  is  to  draw  certain  Conclufi- 
ons  in  Phyfical  Inquifitions  a  priori,  and  al- 
fo  how  neceflary  it  is  to  draw  Inferences  from 
what  data  we  already  know,  in  order  to 
haften  to  a  greater  Perfection  of  Knowledge 
in  a  Matter  which  is  of  fo  great  Concern  to 
Mankind,  as  Health  and  Life. 

0  % 

•  H  avinc  fo  furprifing  a  Fact  before  my 
Eyes,  as  a  Root  laving  a  Patient’s  Life  bit 
by  a  Rattle- fnake ,  the  Effed  of  whofe  Ve¬ 
nom  induces  a  total  Stagnation  of  the  Blood 
in  a  few  Minutes,  my  Enquiry  was  much 
raifed,  and  1  reafoned  thus. 

to 


That 
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*  »  —  • 

That  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the  Wife 
dom  and  Goodnefs  of  the  omnipotent  Beings 
to  fuppofe,  that  a  Medicine  of  Inch  Efficacy 
could  be  confined  to  ode  UTe  only  ;  for,  no¬ 
thing  is  more  confpicuous  in  the  Order  of 
Nature,  than  a  Multiplicity  of  Effe£h  pro¬ 
duced  from  a  few  and  fimple  Caufes,  by 
which  is  painted  its  Beauty  and  Ufe,  and 
the  Wifdom,  Power,  and  Goodnefs  of  its 
great  Author. 

M  y  next  Thought  was,  How  fuch  a  hid¬ 
den  Stagnation  of  the  Blood  could  be  indu¬ 
ced,  whether  from  fome  certain  Property  of 
the  Poifon,  when  touching  the  Nerves,  an 
Arreft  of  their  Motion  followed,  which  be¬ 
ing  communicated  to  their  whole  Syftem, 
as  there  is  an  intimate  Union  through  every 
Part  thereof,  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood, 
which  depends  thereon,  was  hop’d,  and  fo 
occafioned  Death ;  or,  whether  the  Saline 
Sficula  of  the  Venom  of  the  Snake,  with 
which  it  abounds,  as  appears  by  the  Help 
of  Microfcopes,  entered  the  Mafs  of  Blood, 

K  and 
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and  broke,  cut,  and  divided  its  Globules, 
which  is  a  Diffolution  thereof,  whereby  a 
Coagulation  muft  neceffarily  be  produced,  it 
being  a  heterogeneous  Fluid.  But  on  further 
thinking,  I  evidently  faw,  that  let  either  of 
thefe  Caufes  be  the  Effe&  of  the  Venom,  a 
Coagulation  of  the  Blood  muft  neceflarily’ 
follow  }  for,  I  fhall  fuppofe  that  the  Venom 
a&s  upon  the  Nerves  only,  and  arrefts  their 
Motion,  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood  will 
in  that  Cafe  ceafe,  upon  which  the  Blood, 
being  a  heterogeneous  Fluid,  the  Particles 
thereof,  which,  when  the  Circulation  was 
not  retarded,  were  intimately  mixed  one  a- 

mong  another,  and  formed  its  uniform  Con* 

\ 

fiftence  ;  but,  upon  a  Celfation  of  this  Mo¬ 
tion,  the  Particles  of  a  fimilar  Nature  would, 
by  the  Law  of  Nature,  attraft  one  another, 
which  would  caufe  both  a  Diffoltition  and 
Coagulation  of  the  Blood :  So  that  the  final 
Effect  I  found  would  be  the  fame,  by  which 
of  either  the  Caufes,  or  whatever  Caufe  pro¬ 
duced. 


H  e  n  c  % 
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H  ence  it  alfo  appeared,  that  the  Blood 
muft  certainly  be  in  fuch  a  State  of  Coagu¬ 
lation  a  little  before  Death,  whatever  the 
Difeafe  is  producing  it  ;  which  leads  to 
mentioning  Boerhaave's  Opinion  of  a  dying 
Perfon,  Traxis  Medica ,  Tag.  160.  VoL  4. 
Dubitavi  an  ullus  homo  moriatur  ritfi  per 
T eripneumoniam,  nam  omnes  moribundi  hoc 
morbo  labor ant ,  unde  moritur  tcger  febre  ar¬ 
dent  e  labor  ans  ?  Quando  it  a  anhelat  ut  ant- 
mam  ducere  non  poJJety  peElus  mijferime  mo* 
veatur  fa  fujfocetur ,  hinc  vix  a  morbo 
interno  moritur  tiger,  nifi  a  Teripneumoniay 
ft  Tulmonum  vafa  adhuc  tranfeat ,  per  reli - 
qua  etiam  tranfibit ,  hinc  Teripneumonia  ejl 
omnium  lethalium  morborum  ultima  trage¬ 
dian  hoc  patet  ex  ultima  morientis  aUtione , 
que  anhelatio  motus  fcapularum  &  clavi- 

cularum  elevato  abdomine  furfum  prefab  hie 
morbus  per  \  horti  ante  mortem  fere  femper 
oritur  \  turn  Janguis  a  corde  dextro  expul- 
fus  per  pulmonis  angujtias  tr  an  fire  tie  quit . 

K  %  And 
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And  fince  many  Difeafes  are  owing  to 
an  antecedent  Vifcidity  and  Coagulation  of 
the  Blood,  therefore  this  Root  claim'd  from 
me  the  greateft  Regard.  And  I  confidered, 
that  as  molt  of  the  quick  and  furpriling  O- 
perations  of  Medicines  are  from  their  ading 
upon  the  Nerves,  this  Root  mu  ft  be  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Medicine  in  nervous  Difeafes;  be- 
cauie,  by  its  fuddenly  recovering  a  Perfon 
from  the  Effed  of  the  Rattlesnake* s  Venom, 
which  is  Death,  proves  it  to  operate  upon 
the  Nerves  ;  for,  it  is  impoffible  to  produce 
fo  Hidden  an  Effed  otherwife,  by  the  Struc¬ 
ture  of  the  human  Body  ;  and  then  its  O- 
perations,  fee  EpJUe ,  Page  6th,  fhew  that 
it  mu  ft  alfo  have  a  great  Effed  upon  the 
Fluids.  So  that  from  thde  Confiaerations 
I  was  perfwaded,  that  the  Seneca  Rattle¬ 
snake  Root  would  be  of  very  extenfive  Ufe 
in  the  Cure  of  many  Difeafes. 

And  thefe  Thoughts  alfo  occurred,  viz,. 
That  the  Particles  of  a  Fluid,  and  thofe  of 
h  foiidJBody,  mutt  be  of  an  oppofite  Figure, 

what- 
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whatever  that  Figure  be  •  That  whenever 
a  Fluid  becomes  coagulated,  its  Particles 
are  nearer  to  the  Shape  of  thole  of  a  folid 
Body,  othervvife  it  would  not  loie,  in  any 
Degree,  its  Fluidity-  and  that  this  Property 
of  a  fluid  and  folid  Body,  mult  extend 
through  all  the  Particles  of  Matter  in  the 
Univerfe  ;  that  is,  confidering  them  in  an 
abftra&ed  Senfe  from  their  other  Properties, 
and  only  as  fluid  and  folid.  Now  I  con-* 
fidered  that  Fire  and  Heat,  when  applied  to 
a  great  many  Bodies,  renders  them  fluid,  tho* 
not  naturally  fo,  and  that  moil  Bodies  which 
are  naturally  fluid,  when  they  lole,  by  fome 
Caufe  or  other,  their  Fluidity,  are  or  may 
be  recovered  to  their  natural  State,  by  ex¬ 
citing  a  Motion  of  their  Particles,  which,  in 
Fa<ft,  is  the  Effeft  of  Heat:  And  fincc  re- 
ftoring  the  loft  Fluidity  of  Bodies,  is  by  put¬ 
ting  their  Particles  in  Motion,  and,  as  we 
find  by  Experience,  that  Fire  and  Heat  arc 
the  Things  which  efxed  that  Purpofe  in 
moft  Cafes,  why  fhould  it  not  be  fuppofed, 
that  Providence  has  extended  this  Benefit 

further 
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further  than  we  have  yet  Experienced,  fince 
we  evidently  find  that  the  Materia  Me  die  a 
does  not  fupply  us  with  what  is  often  want¬ 
ed  to  prevent  the  Stagnation  of  the  Blood 
in  many  Difeafes  ?  And  fureiy  it  never  will 
be  denied,  that  the  Seneca  Ratile-fnake  Root 
promifes  to  fupply  this  Deficiency,  fince  it 
removes  fuch  a  Coagulation  of  the  Blood  as 
produces  Death  in  a  few  Minutes,  and  reco¬ 
vers  Patients  in  Difeafes  owing  to  a  Source 
of  the  fame  Nature,  as  is  Ihewn  in  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  Epiftle. 

A  n  d  now  I  fliall  come  nearer  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  endeavour  to  demonftrate,  that  this 
Root,  in  all  Probability,  will  be  of  Service 
in  the  Gout,  which  I  take  to  be  curable, 
and  alfo  in  the  Rheumatism ,  Dropfy,  and 
fuch  Difeafes:  But  firft,  I  fhall  make  the 
following  Obfervations. 

I  t  may  appear  ftrange  that  I  fhould  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay  the  Gout  is  curable,  fince  lo 
great  Authorities  ftand  againft  me,  and  in¬ 
deed  Experience  hitherto :  But  I  beg  Leave 
'  '  to 
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to  obferve,  tho'  fome  who  have  acquired 
great  Chara&ers  in  the  World,  do  fhamelefly 
give  up  this  Point,  and  with  Content,  ad¬ 
mit  that  fevere  Difeafe  to  be  term'd  Oppro¬ 
brium  Medicorum  }  and,  to  mend  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  fay,  That  its  Nature  will  not  admit  of 
a  Cure  ;  that  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  De- 
fign  and  Beauty  of  Nature,  to  have  fuch  a 
cruel  Difeafe  common  among  Mankind,  who 
are  the  fuperior  Beings  of  this  Part  of  the 
Univerfe,  and  efpecially  when  we  fee  brute 
Creatures  exempted  from  fuch  Calamities. 
And  why  we  fhould  be  fo  ready  to  frame 
Reafons  to  prove  an  Impoflibility  of  Cure, 
fuch  as  an  innate  Imprejfa  in  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  the  like,  I  can  account  for  from 
no  other  Caufe,  than  an  innate  Tride  in 
fome  Men,  who,  when  once  they  have  got  an 
implicit  Faith  to  be  paid  to  their  Sentiments, 
and  their  Sentences  regarded  as  thofe  from  an 
Oracle ,  by  the  common  W orld,  do  impofe  that 
upon  them  which  they  think  confifts  with 
aggrandizing  their  Name,  or  their  Followers 
retaining  the  fame  good  Opinion  of  them, 

however 
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however  detrimental  to  the  publick  Benefit; 
fo  much  do  they  fubjeft  themfelves  to  their 
Paffions :  And  by  this  Means  it  is,  that  the 
greateft  Errors  are  handed  down  to  us  by 
thofe  of  great  Note,  whofe  Authority,  when 
contemned,  is  looked  upon  as  an  high  Of¬ 
fence,  and  the  Man  who  fo  conduits  himfelf, 
is  efteenfd  a  Fool  or  mad  Man. 

Thus  Mankind  being  bridled  and  con¬ 
fined  in  their  Enquiries,  together  with  fomc 
other  Reafons,  too  evident  to  mention  here,  the 
Knowledge  of  Phyfick  is  but  little  improved. 
F  or  Proof  of  this,  I  refer  to  the  State  of  Phy¬ 
fick  in  Time  of  Hippocrates,  and  others  of  the 
Ancients ,  where  it  is  plain,  that  they  were 
equally  fuccefsful,  or  perhaps  more,  than  the 
Moderns,  in  curing  Difeafes,  notwithftanding 
of  fome  uleful  Difcoveries  made  fince  in  A- 
natomy,  and  the  Time  that  has  paffed,  where¬ 
by  many  uleful  Obfervations  might  have 
been  made  ;  Whence  it  appears,  that  the 

Methods  followed  to  obtain  fo  good  an  End, 

»  •  *  * 

as  to  relieve  Mankind  from  i'uch  Inconveni¬ 
ences 
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encies  of  Life,  as  Difeafes,  and  to  give  a  Re¬ 
prieve  againft  Death,  have  not  been  the  bell- 

r  ♦ 

A  s  in  thefe  Obfervations  I  defign  Offence 
to  no  Man,  I  hope  none  will  conftrud  my 
Meaning  otherways,  than  the  Regard  I  have 
for  Truth  and  the  publick  Caufe,  occafions 
my  adhering  to  what  I  think  is  confiftent 

with  both  5  and  now  to  the  Point  in  Que- 
ftion. 

I  shall  here  confider  the  Gout ,  Rheu* 
matif?ny  Dropfy ,  &c.  not  under  their  own 
Denomination,  but  that  of  Symptomatic k 
Fevers  ;  becaufe,  on  this  Occafion,  I  don't 
pretend  to  enter  upon  a  nice  Difcuffion  of  the 
Nature  of  thefe  Difeafes  fingly,  but  fliall 
treat  of  a  Symptomatic k  Fever  in  a  general 
Way,  whereby  I  fhall  include  many  Difea¬ 
fes  ;  from  whence  will  be  demonftrated  the 
Probability  of  the  extenfive  Ufe  of  the 
Seneca  Rattle-fnake  Root  in  all  Symptom  a - 
tick  Fevers  ;  and  as  a  Fever  attends  the 
Gouty  Rheumatism  and  Dropjy,  they  are 
eonfequently  included.  It  is  Experience 

L  that 
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that  mu  ft  determine  how  far  I  am  in  the 
right ;  and  if  my  Probabilities  fhould  be 
rejected,  and  not  put  on  that  fair  Iflue,  I 
fhall,  from  the  Succefs  that  already  has  at¬ 
tended  that  Medicine,  be  encouraged  to 
make  a  further  Procedure,  where  I  judge  it 
reafonable :  And  then,  Fads,  which  are 
unconteftable  Evidence,  will  ihew  how  far 
I  judge  right  or  wrong. 

I  shall  premife  as  a  Truth,  that  Sympto- 
matick  Fevers  are  much  more  common  than 
Fevers,  properly  fpeaking,  legitimate  and 
true  ;  and  that  a  Symptomatick  Fever  de¬ 
pends  upon,  fome  immediate  Caufe  in  the 
Blood,  which  caufes  its  Rarefadion.  I  fup- 
pofe  this  Premife  will  be  admitted  ;  becaufe 
the  Incidents  producing  a  Legitimate  Fever , 
do  not  fo  often  occur,  as  the  Caufes  to  which 
Symptomatic k  Fevers  are  affigned,  viz,,  Vif- 
ciOitude  of  Weather,  vifcid  Food,  Obftru- 
dion  of  Perfpiration,  &c. 

And,  further,  it  is  manifeft  from  Obfer- 
yation,  That  the  Crifis  of  moft  Fevers  are 

the 
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the  Conco&ion  of  fome  morbifick  Matter  in 
the  Body  ;  they  being  fomctimcs  by  Urine, 
Expedoration,  Abfcefs,  or  inteftinal  Glands: 
And  therefore,  as  they  are  the  Concoction  of 
fome  morbifick  Matter,  they  cannot  be  a 
Crifis  of  a  Legitimate  Fever ,  according  to 
its  Nature  and  Definition. 

N  o  w,  lincc  it  appears  that  mod  Fevers 
are  Symptomatic^  and  immediately  depend 
upon  fome  Matter  retained  in  the  Body, 
which  fhould  have  been  fome  Time  before 
thrown  off  in  the  regular  Courfe  of  fome 
Secretion,  or  the  Secretions ;  it  therefore  is 
evident,  that,  as  this  obftruded  Matter  muff 
be  differently  modified  according  to  the  Cir- 
cumftances  previous  to  the  Obffrudion,  fo 
the  Fever  is  differently  confiituted  ;  fome- 
times  it  is  inflamatory,  intermittent,  and  ner¬ 
vous,  which  Clafs  of  Fevers  take  in  the 
whole  almoft  ;  and  fince  Symptomatic k  Fe¬ 
vers  regard  the  prefent  Dilcourfe,  I  ftiall 
ffievv  how  they  are  produced  ;  and  from 

thence  will  appear,  how  ufeful  a  Medicine 

L  2  the 
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the  Rattle-jnake  Root  rnuft  be  in  fuch  Di£ 
cafes. 

,  .v 

I  shall  take  it  for  granted,  that  ibme 
of  the  remote  Caufes  before  afligned,  will 
caule  a  Suppreffion  of  fome  Evacuation  ; 
Whence  it  follows,  that  the  Blood  will  in- 
creafe  in  Quantity  ;  and  confequently,  that 
there  will  be  an  Increafe  of  the  fluid  Secre¬ 
tions,  in  a  Proportion  greater  than  the  thick-* 
er:  So  that  the  animal  Spirits  will  be 
fafter  feparated  in  the  Brain  ;  and  the  Vibra¬ 
tions  of  the  Solids  will  thereby  become  quic¬ 
ker  and  ftronger  :  And  thus  will  the  Blood’s 
Rarefaftion  be  begun,  and  will  continue  till 
the  morbifick  Matter  is  thrown  off  by  fome 
of  the  Secretions,  or  in  an  Abfcefs  upon 
fome  particular  Part;  or  elfe  until  the  Solids 
are  quite  wore  out,  and  have*  loft  their 
Springs,  whence  enfues  a  total  Stagnation 
and  Death  ( a ).  Thus  is  a  Symptomatic k  Fe¬ 
ver  produced.  Now  it  is  very  evident  that 
f  lic  Cure  of  fuch  a  Fever  is  to  be  performed  by 

that 
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that  which  will  attenuate  the  mobilick  Mat¬ 
ter  and  the  vititiated  Texture  of  the  Blood 
caufing  its  Rarefa&ion,  as  juft  now  has  been 
Ihewn  ;  for,  by  this  Means,  the  morbifick 
Matter  will  be  fitted  for  its  Expulfion,  by 
fome  of  the  Secretions,  which  is  the  Ctifis  of 
the  Difeafe.  Now,  to  adminifter  refrigera- 
ing  Medicines  in  this  Kind  of  Fever,  that 
are  very  proper  in  a  Legitimate  Fever,  where 
the  Difeafe  is  nothing  elfe  than  an  Augmen- 
tition  of  the  Blood’s  Velocity,  would  di- 
fturb  the  Effort  of  Nature  in  driving  out  the 
Enemy  :  I  fay,  that  in  this  Cafe,  refrige¬ 
rating  Medicines  will  not  only  difturb  Na¬ 
ture  in  her  Endeavours,  but  effectually  hin¬ 
der  her  from  doing  any  Service  at  all :  There¬ 
fore,  in  this  Light  confidering  a  mortal 
Symptomatic  k  Fever,  it  is  very  plain,  that  the 
Cure  would  be  as  certain,  as  that  of  Inter¬ 
mitting  Fevers,  if  a  Remedy  could  be  got  of 
fuch  a  Nature,  as  to  attenuate  and  divide 
the  Particles  of  the  morbifick  Matter,  and 
Texture  of  the  Blood  thereby  vitiated,  to  a 
fufficient  Degree  to  be  carried  off  by  fome  of 

the 
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the  Evacuations :  Therefore,  as  the  Cer¬ 
tainty  of  Cure  of  Intermitting  Fevers ,  with 
‘Peruvian  Bark ,  is  well  known  to  be  very 
great,  fuch  a  Medicine  would  be  of  very 
great  Ufeto  the  World,  fince  Symptomatic k 
Fevers  are  more  common  than  Inter  mitt  entsy 
and  often  mortal. 

I  n  order  to  prove  a  Poffibility  of  fuch 
Certainty  of  Cure,  it  is  requifite  to  examine 
into  the  Analogy  between  a  mortal  bympto- 
matick  Fever  and  an  Intermittent . 

For  Brevity,  I  fhall  premife,  That  an 
Intermitting  Fever  is  produced  immediately 
from  a  certain  Quantity  of  Matter  which 
fhould  have  been  perlpired  in  the  Space  of 
Twenty  four  Hours  before,  if  it  is  a  <§Htoti- 
ciian\  if  a  Tertian ,  in  the  Space  of  Forty 
eight  Hours ;  and  if  a  c Quartan,  in  the  Space  . 
of  Seventy  two  Hours.  Now  it  is  found  by 
Experience,  that  the  Penman  Bark,  if  gi¬ 
ven  in  the  Intermiflion  of  the  Fever,  certain¬ 
ly  prevents  a  Return  of  the  Fit,  for  fome 
lime  :  And  the  Reafon  why  the  Fever  re¬ 
turns, 
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turns,  is  the  Relaxation  of  the  Solids  and 
Blood’s  Vifcidity  not  entirely  removed,  by 
which  Means  the  perfpirabie  Matter  is  ob- 
ftrufted,  and  forms  a  new  Paroxyfm* 

But,  to  find  this  Analogy  more  clearly, 
I  fhall  enquire  whence  it  is,  that  the  ‘Peru¬ 
vian  Bark  cures  an  Intermitting  Fever  with 
luch  Certainty,  and  why  the  Bark  will  not 
anfwer  the  End,  if  given  in  the  Paroxyfm: 
And  from  thence  will  appear  the  Relation  be¬ 
tween  a  mortal  Symftomatick  Fever  and  an 
Intermittent ,  very  evidently. 


The  obftru&ed  Matter,  which  fhould 
have  been  perlpired,  depends  upon  the  Vii- 
cidity  of  Blood,  and  that  upon  a  Relaxation 
of  the  Solids  :  Therefore,  breaking  the 
Blood’s  Vifcidity,  and  reftoring  to  the  Solids 
their  natural  Tenfity,  will,  in  this  Cafe,  per¬ 
form  the  Cure,  which  muft  be  done  while 
the  Fever  is  abfent ;  for,  tho’  while  the  Fe¬ 
ver  is  prefent,  the  Vifcidity  may  be  removed; 

vet,  as  that  depends  upon  the  Relaxation  of 

■ 

the  Solids,  which  mull  certainly  increafe  af¬ 
ter 
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ter  every  Paroxyfm,  as  then  the  Agitation  of 
the  Blood  again  it  the  Sides  of  the  Veflels 
muft  imprefs  a  greater  Force  upon  them  than 
they  can  bear,  the  Fibres,  of  which  they 
are  compoied,  being  in  a  lax  State  ;  the  Vis¬ 
cidity  of  Blood  will  confequently  increafe 
after  every  Paroxyfm  ;  and  by  that  Means, 
the  Fever  will  tranflate  from  a  Quotidian  to  a 
Tertian ,  thence  to  a  < Quartan,  and  next  to 
Some  other  Difeafe,  as  appears  by  Observa¬ 
tion  :  Hence  it  is,  that  the  ^Peruvian  Bark 
will  not  take  Place,  if  given  in  the  Pa¬ 
roxyfm  *  becaufe,  from  its  Operation  upon 
the  Fibres  at  that  Time,  their  Elafticity,  on 
which  the  Cure  really  depends,  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  much  weakned  ;  and  consequently, 
the  Difeafe  will  be  rather  confirmed  ;  nay, 
this  is  not  all  the  ill  Confequence  which  may 
arife  from  giving  the  Bark  in  the  Paroxyfm; 
for,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  a  Fever  of  a 
very  malignant  Nature,  Sometimes  is  the  Ef¬ 
fect  of  Such  Management;  becaufe  the  mor- 
bifick  Matter,  or  Lentor,  conftituting  the 
Fever,  is  thereby  elefed  up,  and  fo  acquires 
Stronger  Cohcfions. 


Where- 


( 
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Wherefore,  the  Cure  confifts  in  re- 
ftoring  to  the  Fibres  their  due  Tenfity,  as 
well  as  removing  the  Lentor,  and  both  to 
be  effc&ed  when  there  is  an  Intermiftion  of 
the  Fever.  To  perform  both  thefe  Opera¬ 
tions,  the  Peruvian  Bark  is  admirably  well 
fitted  j  for  it  is  well  known  that  it  confifts 
of  very  fmall,  folid  and  irregular  Parts,  and 
that  it  is  fpecifically  heavier  than  the  Blood, 
lee  Page  65  ;  whence  it  is  very  evident,  the 
the  Blood's  Vifcidity  muft  effectually,  by  it, 
be  removed,  and  alio  the  Fibres  reftored  to 
their  natural  Tenfity;  becaufe  the  Irregu¬ 
larity  of  its  Parts  difcngages  the  vifcid  Par¬ 
ticles  of  the  Blood  ;  and  its  Weight,  with 
that  Property,  gives  to  the  Blood  a  greater 
Momentum ,  and  draws  up  the  Fibres,  by* 
pricking  them  in  the  Courfe  of  Circulation  : 
And  from  thele  Operations,  the  certain  Cure 
of  intermitting  Fevers  with  Peruvian  Bark 
is  accounted  for  •  whence  will  appear  the 
Relation  between  fuch  Fevers,  and  thofe  that 
are  inflamatory,  by  the  following  Reafons, 


M 
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I  shall  firft  obferve, .  that  ‘Peruvi¬ 
an  Bark  would  very  probably  ferve  for 
the  Cure  of  a  mortal  Jymftomatick  Fever , 
were  it  not  for  that  Inconvenience  which 
muft  arife  from  its  pointed  Parts  ;  for,  as  it 
is  fpecifically  heavier  than  the  Blood,  and 
compofed  of  irregular  Parts,  the  Mat¬ 
ter  conftituting  the  Fever,  and  the  vitiated 
Texture  of  the  Blood,  would  be  changed 
thereby  :  But  Cnee,  in  Fad,  it  is  known,  that 
even  in  an  intermitting  Fever ,  if  the  Bark 

be  given  in  the  Fit,' a  Tranflation  of  the 

■  \ 

Fever  to  another  of  a  worfe  Kind,  is  the 
Confequence  ;  then,  in  fuch  a  dangerous 
Fever,  feme  very  ill  Effed  would  follow  ; 
becaufe,  Cnee  doling  up  of  the  morbifick 
Matter  in  an  intermitting  Fever ,  which  Na¬ 
ture  would  otherwiie  have  been  able  to  throw 
off  in  a  few  Flours,  renders  the  Fever  conti¬ 
nual  ;  then  confequently,  to  fhut  up  the 
morbifick  Matter  in  a  Fever,  which  Nature 
could  not  fling  off,  in  lefs  than  fix  or  eight 
Days,  even  with  proper  Affiftance,  ibme  ex¬ 
traordinary  ill  Symptom  mu  ft  needs  arife. 

‘  How- 
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However,  from  this  Obfervation  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  Cure  of  a  mortal  Jymftowa- 
tick  Fever  confifts  of  the  fame  Kind  as  an 
Intermittent ;  for,  if  it  be  true,  as  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is,  that  luch  a  dangerous  Fever  is 
owing  to  the  Suppreffion  of  fome  Evacuati¬ 
on  which  conftitutes  fome  morbifick  Matter, 
and  fometimes  increafes  the  Quantity  of  the 
Blood,  as  appears,  Tage  84,  there  is  no 
Queftion,  but  that  attenuating  this  morbi¬ 
fick  Matter,  and  reducing  the  Quantity  of 
Blood,  is  the  direct  Way  to  effect  a  Cure.  I 
fpeak  here  of  a  Fever,  where  the  morbifick 
Matter  is  not  form'd  into  an  Abfcefs.  In¬ 
deed  it  may  beobjefted,  that  tho'  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Blood  is  diminilhed,  attenuating  the 
morbifick  Matter  may  not  be  fufficient,  be- 
caufe,  from  fuch  an  Operation,  it  may  be 
drove  into  the  very  remote  VefTels,  upon 
fome  Organ,  perhaps  the  Lungs.  But  to 
this  I  anfwer,  That  other  Evacuations,  be- 
fides  Bleeding,  will  obviate  this  Inconveni¬ 
ence,  viz.  by  Stool,  or  Urine,  in  a  proper 
Manner. 
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H  ence  it  appears,  that  the  Relation  be¬ 
tween  a  mortal  jympomatick  Fever ,  and  an 
Intermittent,  confifts  in  lorrie  morbifick  Mat¬ 
ter  conflituting  both  Difeafes,  and  is  of  fuch 
a  Nature,  as  requires  to  be  reduced  to  a  due 
Minutenefs,  in  order  for  a  Cure  :  And  that 
the  Difference  between  thefe  Relations  of  the 
morbifick  Matter,  is,  That  the  Degree  of 
the  Cohefion  of  the  Particles  of  a  mortal 
Jympomatick  Fever ,  is  greater  than  that  of 
an  Intermittent ,  and  that  in  the  Solids  are 
in  a  State  of  Relaxation  later.  But  before 
I  leave  this  Matter,  I  fhali  make  appear, 
from  Matters  of  Fad,  the  Truth  of  this  In¬ 
ference. 

For  this  End  I  refer  to  Morton  (c), 
where  that  Author  gives  feveral  Inftances, 
which  demonftrate,  with  all  the  Clearnels  of 
Evidence  imaginable,  that  when  the  Cohe¬ 
fion  of  the  Particles  of  the  morbifick  Matter 

in 
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in  a  mortal  fymptomatick  Fever,  is  in  feme 
Degree  broke  and  divided  by  \ Phlebotomy , 
Emeticks ,  Sudor eticks ,  &c.  that  there  is  a 
Remifiion  of  the  Fever  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
the  ‘Peruvian  Bark  will  take  Place,  euard- 
ed  with  Medicines  of  a  mucilaginous  Nature, 

.  to  hinder  it  from  pricking  the  Fibres,  becaufe 
of  the  Inconvenience  mentioned  Pave  88. 

o 

Therefore,  fince  Matters  of  Fact  are  incon- 
teftable  Evidence,  it  follows,  that  mortal 
fywpomatick  Fevers  do,  in  their  Nature, 
admit  of  a  Cure,  as  certain  as  Intermitteuts 
with  Peruvian  Bark  ;  and  that  the  Cure 
confifts  in  attenuating  the  morbifick  Matter, 
and  Texture  of  the  Blood,  with  proper  Eva¬ 
cuations  at  the  lame  Time. 

That  the  Seneca  Rattlesnake  Root  is 
endowed  with  Properties,  to  a  peculiar  De¬ 
gree,  to  attenuate  the  Fluids  and  Blood,  and 
making  Evacuations  at  the  fame,  is  fully 
proven  from  undeniable  Evidence  ;  and  that 
the  Particles  of  the  gouty  Matter  would  by 
no  Means  conititute  a  Fit  of  the  Gout,  could 

they 
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they  be  reduced  to  a  fufficient  Degree  of  Mi- 
nutenefs  and  Fluidity,  as  to  be  carried  off 
by  the  common  Evacuations,  is  moft  cer- 4 
tain  ;  becaule  the  beft  Methods  prefcribed, 
which,  in  fome  Meafure,  are  of  Service,  are 
calculated  for  that  End,  viz.  Exercife  on 
Horfe~back  in  a  pure  Air,  Mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines ,  Aromatick  Bitters ,  Lexivial  Salts , 
warm  Cathar ticks,  Antifcorbuticks ,  Vola¬ 
tiles ,  &c.  All  which  Methods  contribute  to 
attenuate  and  thin  the  Blood,  and  confe- 
quently  to  have  the  ordinary  Secretions  duly 
complied  with.  Betides,  the  State  of  the 
Blood  in  the  Gout  being  analagous  to  that 
in  a  Tleurify ,  and  the  Rattlesnake  Root 
being  a  moft  fuccefsful  Remedy  in  that  Dif- 
eafe,  from  Experience,  demonft rates  a  high 
Probability  that  it  will  alfo  anfvver  in  the 
Gout.  That  there  is  an  Analogy  in  the  State 
of  the  Blood  of  a  pleuritick  and  gouty  Pati¬ 
ent,  appears  very  plainly,  in  regard  that  the 
Blood  exhibites  the  fame  Phenomena  in 
both  Cafes,  and  that  much  the  fame  Me¬ 
thods 
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thods  anfwer  in  both  (a).  And  that  the  fame 
Obfervation  is  true  in  Rheumatick  Cafes 
cannot  be  denied  :  And  in  Drofjical  States , 
efpecially  an  Avafarca  and  Leucofhlegma- 
tia ,  the  Blood  is  of  a  fizy  Confidence,  and 
the  Cure  is  effected  by  Catharticks ,  Diure¬ 
tic  ks^  gentle  Emeticks ,  and  attenuating  Me¬ 
dicines;  all  which  Properties  the  Rattle¬ 
snake  Root  has  of  an  uncommon  Kind,  and 
to  a  Degree  which  will  fuit  thefe  Difeafes 
better  than  any  Medicine  in  the  whole  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica  :  And  then,  from  its  acting  u- 
pon  the  Nerves  fo  powerfully,  as  appears 
from  its  faving  a  Patient  from  Death  bit  by 
the  Rattle-fnake ,  and  its  fudden  Effect  in 
pleuritick  Difeafes ,  demonftrates  the  higheft 
Probability  that  it  will  be  of  great  Ufe  in 
nervous  Difeafes  ;  becaufe  there  is  no  Me¬ 
dicine  yet  known  that  a£ts  fo  inftantane- 
oufly  to  a  good  Purpofe. 

I  think  I  have  now  peformed  my  Pro- 
mife,  in  demonftrating  a  high  Probability, 

that 
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that  this  Root  will  be  of  more  extenfive  Ule, 
than  any  Medicine  in  the  Materia  Medtca: 
Rut  how  far  I  am  in  the  Right,  Experience, 
as  I  obferved  before,  muft  determine-  for  it 
often  happens,  that  tho'  Things  carry  a  great 
Probability,  when  they  are  put  to  the  Trial, 
do  fail  •  yet  Probabilities  are  not  to  be  re¬ 
jected  on  that  Account,  becaufe  there  is  no 
other  Way  to  make  Advances  than  by  pro¬ 
bable  Realoning,  built  upon  as  many  Data 
as  can  be  found  regarding  the  Subject  of  our 
Enquiry. 

The  Effects  of  this  Medicine  in  the 
Gout  is  proved  in  two  Inftances,  one  in  Vir-> 
gini a ,  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Matthew  Kemp, 
Clerk  of  the  Secretary's  Office,  who,  after 
having  been  greatly  affe&ed  with  the  Gout 
for  many  Years,  applied  to  me  for  Advice. 
I  prefcribed  for  him  the  Tincture  of  Rattle - 
Jnake  Root ,  as  given  in  a  Rleurijy ,  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  twice  in  a  Day,  in  fuch  Quantity  as  not 
to  incommode  him,  and  to  be  continued 
twelve  Months.  Pie  had  his  cardinal  Fits 

every 
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every  Spring  and  Autumn,  and  erratick  Fits 
in  the  mean  Time,  and  had  chalk  Stones. 
By  the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine  for  fix  Months, 
he  grew  more  aCtive,  vigorous,  ftrong  and 
flefhy,  loft:  his  cardinal  Fit,  which  he  always 
had  in  March ,  and  had  no  erratick  Fit  af¬ 
terwards,  except  one  very  fmall,  occafioned 
by  his  throwing  off  a  flannel  Waiftcoat  he 
had  been  accuftomed  to  wear,  and  a  cold 
Day  immediately  following  ;  but  upon 
doubling  the  Dofe  of  the  TinCture,  it  went 
off  in  two  or  three  Days  Time.  Laft  June 
he  was  in  a  better  State  than  he  had  been 
for  many  Years,  but  how  he  is  now,  I  know 
not. 

The  other  Cafe  is  nearer  at  Hand,  viz. 
Mr.  Whitt  fie  Id,  a  Turkey  Merchant  in  Che  l* 
fiea ,  who  had  been  affected  wdth  the  Gout 
for  a  long  Time,  lived  in  Alleffio  in  Turkey 
feveral  Years,  came  to  England ,  was  affect¬ 
ed  with  a  Sluggifhncfs  of  his  Body  at  Times* 
attended  with  erratick  Fevers,  and  efpecially 
after  Eating,  occafioned,  I  think,  through 

N  the 
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the  Climate  of  Turkey.  When  I  was  in  Lon¬ 
don  h<^  applied  to  me  for  Advice,  and  I  pre- 
fcribed  him  the  Tin&ure  of  Rattle-Jnake 
Root,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  to  Mr.  Kemp. 
After  about  two  Months  taking  it,  he  was 
f  reed  from  his  Sluggilhnefs  and  Fevers,  and 
^ad  not  his  cardinal  Fit  of  the  Gout  in  Oc¬ 
tober ,  which  he  had  not  mifs’d  before. 

These  Fads  certainly  deferve  fome  No¬ 
tice,  but  I  am  not  fo  fond  of  my  Medicine, 
to  draw  any  pofitive  Condufion  from  them, 
without  a  greater  Number.  The  Cafe  of 
Dr.  Monro  Phyfician  to  Bedlam ,  is  alfo  a 
Fad  which  I  fhould  not  omit  taking  Notice 
of.  That  Gentleman  had  for  above  Twelve 
Months  been  affeded  with  a  Fever,  which 
fome'times  perfonated  a  Quartan,  and,  at  other 
Ti  mes  was  erratlck ,  attended  with  Rigors 
now  and  then.  He  had  ufed  Chalybeats , 
arcrnatick  Bitters ,  Subaflringents ,  cold  Ba¬ 
thing,  and  had  been  at  Bath ,  and  drank  the 
Waters  there,  but  to  little  Purpofe.  He 
Was  pleafed  to  honour  me  with  taking  my 
Advice,  as  Virginia  is  much  fubjed  to  fuch 

^  Difeafes : 
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Difeafes  :  Iprefcribed  him  Two  Spoonfulls 
of  the  Deco&ion  of  Rattlesnake  Root ,  as  gi¬ 
ven  in  a  Tleurify,  to  be  taken  every  Mor¬ 
ning,  an  Hour  before  he  got  out  of  Bed  ;’and 
by  following  this  Method  about  Sixteen 
Mornings,  he  was  freed  from  his  Diforder  j 
and  his  Complexion,  which  before  was  very 
wan,  became  florid  ;  and  I  left  him  laft  iVb- 
vember  in  London ,  in  a  healthful  State. 

These  Fads*  and  thofe  in  my  Epiftle, 
joined  with  the  Probabilities  I  have  demon- 
ftrated,  will,  I  hope,  by  Men  of  Senfe,  be 
judged  reafonable  Grounds  to  introduce  the 
Seneca  Rattle-fnake  Root  into  Practice ;  and 
I  fhall  conclude  with  this  Observation. 

i  i 

The  Peruvian  Bark  and  Mercury ,  which 
are  of  greater  Ufe  than  any  two  Medicines 
in  the  Materia  Medica ,  were  much  fufpe- 
ded  in  former  Days,  from  the  various  Q- 
pinions  of  Men  concerning  their  Effeds  u- 
pon  the  human  Body  ;  bat  Experience  evi¬ 
dently  (hews  their  Miftakes,  and  that  there 
are  many  Operations  affected  by  Medicines 

N  %  upon. 
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upon  the  human  Body,  which  to  them 
feetn’d  impoflible  :  For  Inftance,  if  any 
Man  had,  in  former  Days,  faid  that  he  knew 
a  Medicine  which  would  cure,  almoft  with 
abfolute  Certainty,  an  Intermitting  Fever , 
or  any  of  thofe  Difeafes  which  Mercury  fo 
certainly  cures,  he  would  not  have  been  be¬ 
lieved,  but  confidered  as  an  Empirick  and 
Pretender  j  and  indeed,  I  am  forry  to  fee 
the  fame  Error  ftill  fubffff,  tho’  we  have 
fuch  flagrant  Evidence  to  a£t  a  contrary 
Part :  And  then  again,  to  remedy  this  E- 
vil,  it  is  difficult ;  becaufe,  when  ever  a 
Difcovery  is  made,  the  Difcoverer  makes  an 
Arcanum  of  it,  for  his  private  Intereft  ;  and 
a  Man  fo  conducing  himfelf  is  disregarded, 
and  indeed  with  good  Reafon.  But,  how 
will  the  Matter  be  mended  ?  For,  admit  a 
Man  really  to  be  fo  difinterefted  and  humane, 
as  to  publilh  his  Difcovery,  the  World  have 
now  got  into  fuch  a  Way  of  Thinking,  as  not 
to  believe  he  did  it  upon  lb  good  a  Motive, 
but  that  he  has  fome  Sniffer  View  in  it  •  and 
then,  fome  Men  who  really  may  believe  the 
i  '  Thing, 
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Thing,  are  lb  bafe  as  to  bear  it  down,  by 
their  popular  Intereft,  becaufe  it  infringes 
upon  their  Intereft,  and  perhaps  they  ima¬ 
gine  their  Grandeur  is  al lb  impared  thereby. 

Hence  it  is,  that  the  Improvement  of 
the  Art  of  Medicine  is  at  a  Stand.  Let  e- 
yery  Man  therefore,  duly  confider  how  he 
can  anfwer  fuch  a  Conduct  to  himfelf, 
and  how  inconfiftent  it  is  with  the  Defigti  of 
his  Creation  *  and  then,  I  perfwade  myfelf, 
vve  {hall  make  haftier  Advances,  in  making 
Difcoveries  which  relate  to  Mankind  in  what 
is  fo  effential  to  render  Lile  free  from  many 
fevere  Inconveniencies.  But,  till  this  be 

/  t 

done,  I  am  afraid  the  Art  of  Thyjick  will 
be  not  much  better  than  at  its  Ne  plus  ul¬ 
tra. 

For  my  Part,  whatever  my  Treat¬ 
ment  be  from  the  World  for  the  Publication 
of  my  Difcovery,  I  fhail  always  judge  it 
right  to  communicate,  in  the  moil  open  Man¬ 
ner,  all  Difcoverks  that  are  made,  of  what¬ 
ever  Worth  they  be.  It  may  here  be  ob- 


io2  JTTEND1X. 

jectcd,  That  there  can  be  no  fuch  Duty  in*- 
cumbent  on  any  Man  in  his  fingle  Station, 
to  throw  out  of  his  Hands  a  certain  Benefit 
for  the  Publick,  uniefs  they,  in  their  colle¬ 
ctive  Bodv,  confider  him  for  it.  To  this  I 
anfwer,  When  it  appears,  that  Men  in  their 
fingle  Station  are  fo  generous  and  benevolent 
to  a£t  luch  a  Part,  there  is  no  Doubt  but 
thofe  at  the  Helm  of  Adminiftration  of  pu-* 
blick  Affairs,  will  duly  confider  them.  If 
once  that  Way  is  begun,  it  certainly  will 
not  pals  unregarded  ;  and  then  I  am  in 
great  Hopes,  that  many  Improvements  will 
be  made  in  Phy  lick,  and  that  the  Phrafe, 

Tuilere  Nodofam  nefeit  Medicina  Todagram, 

Will  be  changed  thus, 

To  litre  Nodofam  nunc  fcit  Medicina  Toda- 
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